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Background 

At Nillumbik we recognise that writers are uniquely placed to process the COVID-19 
pandemic and its global, local and personal impacts, and to reflect on these in ways that can 
allow others to better appreciate their own emotional responses to the crisis. We are also 
acutely aware of the professional and financial impacts of the current pandemic on those 
who rely on income from creative industries.   

Proposal 

In response to these worldwide events, Nillumbik Shire Council is inviting writers to create 
new short texts that respond to the theme ‘Written in the Time of COVID-19’.  

We will be calling for submissions of previously unpublished micro-literature of no more than 
ten lines (for lineated poetry) and no more than one hundred words. Poems can be lineated 
or unlineated. 

Selected pieces of micro literature (poems, fiction or creative non-fiction), including a 
selection of work by Nillumbik writers, will be ‘published’ as temporary stenciled text 
installations on Nillumbik’s walkways. This form of publication acknowledges the increased 
importance of walking as an outdoor experience within the constraints of the COVID-19 
response. Installation of selected texts will commence in early June 2020. 

The selected texts may also be reproduced in Nillumbik’s informational and promotional 
material (including as images of the installed stenciled texts), with appropriate authorial 
acknowledgement. Selected texts will remain the property of the writer. By submitting their 
text(s), writers undertake to grant Nillumbik Shire Council a commission-free, non-
commercial licence for the use of those works, if selected for inclusion in this project. Writer’s 
names will appear underneath each work (unless the writer requests anonymity). The 
potential for unacknowledged reproduction of their texts by members of the public (ie in 
images on social media etc) is accepted by participating writers, given the public nature of 
this writing project. 

$250 will be paid for each selected text. 



Eligibility 

Submissions will be accepted from emergent, midcareer and established writers. Submitted 
texts must be the original work(s) of the writer, to which they retain unrestricted copyright. 

 

Conditions 

 The writer’s fee is for a previously unpublished work, including the licence for 

Nillumbik Shire Council to use it as described above  

 Up to four works may be submitted by each writer  

 Texts must not have been previously published in any format, in part or whole, 

including on personal electronic media channels (blogs, social media, file sharing 

sites etc) 

 Texts in languages other than English can only be considered if accompanied by a 

verified translation in English for assessment purposes 

 Individual writers or writing collaborations are welcome to apply 

 Texts must not exceed the indicated word and line limits 

 Texts must be suitable for reproduction as stencilled text (formatting stipulations 

should be limited to standard punctuation and line breaks) 

 Submissions must be received by Sunday 17 May 2020 

 File name format for the attachments should be surname-initial-title of text(.doc) 

 

Evaluation 

Proposals will be evaluated and selected by a panel from Nillumbik Shire’s Arts and Culture 
Advisory Committee. Submissions will be judged on criteria including, but not limited to: 

 Merit of the work as a textual response to COVID-19 

 Suitability of the text for public display 

 Capacity to contribute to the breadth of responses to COVID-19 across the selected 

texts 

 Likelihood that the text will contribute to people’s well-being by providing a literary 

lens, allowing reflection on the complex societal and personal challenges of the 

current situation  

 

Application 

Information about this opportunity and a link to the online application form via SmartyGrants 
can be found at nillumbik.vic.gov.au/artist-opportunities 

Artists are to complete the online application form and should include the following: 

 Artist/s contact details. 

http://www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/artist-opportunities


 Artist/s CV and brief biography.  

 Live streaming event concept/description. 

 Date by which the event will be ready for live streaming (Date range: 8 May – 30 June 

2020). 

 A link to a video example of the artist’s work or a previous live streaming event the 

artist has presented. 

 Acknowledgement of copyright if the artwork/performance/activity is not the artist’s 

own creation. 

 

Key dates 

This is a rolling application process.   

Applications will open on 1 May 2020 and will close on 31 May 2020. 

 

Event information 

 All successful artists will be required to live stream from their own Facebook page or 

profile and allow Nillumbik Shire’s Arts and Cultural Development Page to share this 

event.  

 All successful artists will be required to manage their own technical setup and 

delivery of the live stream event to their nominated Facebook page or profile, 

supported by Council’s Exhibitions Support Officer. 

 All live streaming events must be promoted as being supported by Nillumbik 

Shire Council Arts and Cultural Development. 

 

Contact information 

If you have any questions, please contact: 

Richard Holt, Arts Development Officer 
Nillumbik Shire Council  
Email: Richard.Holt@Nillumbik.vic.gov.au 
Phone: 9433 3126 

 

Useful links 

 nillumbik.vic.gov.au/artist-opportunities 

 facebook.com/NSCArts 

 nillumbik.vic.gov.au/Living-in/Arts-and-Cultural-Development 

http://www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/artist-opportunities
http://www.facebook.com/NSCArts
https://www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/Living-in/Arts-and-Cultural-Development

