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1.1 BACKGROUND TO THE MASTERPLAN 
 
Eltham Lower Park is located fourteen kilometres north-east of the Melbourne CBD and is 
considered a key local and regional recreation and tourist attraction for the residents of Nillumbik 
Shire and for visitors to the area.  The park is approximately 25 hectares in size and with the 
exception of the Lenister Farm area, the site is Crown Land and is managed by Nillumbik Shire 
Council under delegation via a Committee of Management arrangement. 
 
Three kilometres from the park is Eltham, the main township in the south of the Shire.  The 
confluence of the Diamond Creek and the Yarra River boarders the park on its northern and 
eastern boundary. 
 
First reserved in 1840, the park remains one of the most utilised parks in Nillumbik Shire.  In its 
broadest sense the park has three distinct parts: the Hohnes Hill area, Lenister Farm and a 
central recreation area.  The area to which this Masterplan applies is defined by Main Road to the 
north, Hohnes Road to the west, Yarra River to the south and the Diamond Creek on the east. 
The Hohnes Hill area is not included in this Masterplan as it already has a management plan that 
is under the responsibility of the Environmental Works Unit of Council 
 
ELP provides a range of both active and passive recreational opportunities, and receives 
extremely high usage from local resident, sporting clubs and community groups both within the 
local area and the greater northern region. 
 
In 2006 Nillumbik Shire Council recommenced a master-planning project for Eltham Lower Park 
(ELP) in association with the key stakeholders and the local community.   
 
The ELP Masterplan was considered a high priority to guide future development and associated 
capital expenditure due to increasing demand of the current user groups, increased passive use 
of the park due to the newly constructed pedestrian bridge over the Yarra River (linking the Main 
Yarra Trail to the Diamond Creek Trail) and the significant natural environment and conservation 
values that exist within the park.  
 
In 1998 Council undertook the development of a Management Plan for the park however, a 
number of the recommendations of the plan have not been fulfilled resulting in the need to revisit 
the plan and identify the key issues and priorities for the future development of the park. 
 
The aim in this Masterplan is to provide a strategic direction for the future development of the 
park by establishing a priority works plan that is achievable and balances the needs of permanent 
tenants and casual visitors as well as passive and active recreational and environmental 
concerns. 
 
Ultimately the Masterplan will provide Council with a guiding document that outlines whether the 
reserve is suitable for development, the objectives that will guide that development and the 
development priorities. 
 
The draft Masterplan will provide Council with a document that clearly outlines the vision for the 
park and considers the natural heritage of the park.  The plan seeks to consider both short term 
high priority actions and longer term macro level plans for the park. 
 
ELP currently features two full size ovals with synthetic cricket wickets, a sports pavilion, horse 
and pony club area (including ménages and sheds), the Diamond Valley Miniature Railway, 
Hohnes Road Playhouse, Lenister Farm, wetland area, two playgrounds, recreation trails, public 
toilet facilities, car parking and environmentally significant remnant vegetation, particularly along 
the Diamond Creek.   
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The park accommodates a number of community and sporting groups including: 

� Eltham Horse and Pony Club 
� Eastern Adult Riding Club 
� Friends of Diamond Creek 
� Eltham Recreation Walking Group 
� Lower Eltham Cricket Club 
� Eltham Lacrosse Club 
� Diamond Valley Miniature Railway 
� Hohnes Road Playhouse 
� Home Education Network 

The park is also heavily used by informal groups and individuals that use the facilities at ELP on a 
regular basis. ELP is considered one of Council’s major tourist/visitor icons primarily due to the 
activities of the Diamond Valley Miniature Railway; the park’s strategic location at Eltham’s most 
prominent gateway; the improved access to Westerfolds Park via the pedestrian bridge over the 
Yarra River, linking the Main Yarra Recreation Trail to the Diamond Creek Trail, and public 
access to the junction of the Diamond Creek and the Yarra River. 

 

1.2 OBJECTIVES 
 
The key objectives for the Masterplan were: 
 
• To provide Council with a strategic direction for the future development of the park by 

establishing a priority works plan that is achievable and meets the needs of Council, 
permanent tenants and casual visitors. 

 

• To provide Council with a guiding document that outlines whether the reserve is suitable for 
development, the objectives that will guide that development and the development priorities. 

 

1.3 METHODOLOGY 
 

To ensure the community was well informed of the Masterplan process and had an opportunity to 
actively participate in the preparation of the plan, Council established a Project Steering Group. 
The purpose of the group was to guide the project through a seven-phase planning process and 
consisted of Councillors, the Member for Eltham and representatives from several advisory 
committees.  It was supported by Council’s Manager, Leisure Services and Group Manager 
Leisure and Community Services.    
 
A Technical Working Group was also established and included a broad cross section of Council 
officers to ensure an integrated planning approach was adopted during the preparation of the 
plan.   
 
The seven phase methodology used to prepare the Masterplan is detailed below:  

 
Phase 1 Project establishment  

� Establish working groups and key stakeholders 
 

Phase 2 Current Analysis  
� Distribution of first Project Bulletin 
� Review of existing strategies, relevant issues, relevant demographic 

characteristics 
 

Phase 3 Assessment of Opportunities  
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� Analysis of existing site, uses and existing recreational opportunities in the 
area 

 

Phase 4 Consultation and Identification of Key Issues  
� One on one interviews with key stakeholder groups 

 

Phase 5 Development of Masterplan Options  
� Distribution of second Project Bulletin – Issues and Options Paper 
� Community Workshop to discuss Issues and Options Paper 

 

Phase 6 Draft Masterplan  
� Distribution of third Project Bulletin – Draft Masterplan 
� Community Workshop to discuss Draft Masterplan 

 

Phase 7 Final Masterplan  
� Preparation of final Masterplan considering comments from the community and 

stakeholders 
� Present final Masterplan to Council for consideration 
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1.4 VISION AND PRINCIPLES 
 
As a means of guiding the planning process for the development of the Eltham Lower Park 
Masterplan, the project Steering Committee developed the following Vision and set of ten 
Principles.   
 
Vision 
 
Eltham Lower Park will be a locally and regionally significant park to be enjoyed by future 
generations, balancing recreation and leisure activity with environmental protection and 
conservation.  
 
Principle 1 
The Diamond Creek area (precinct 1) should continue to be managed and further enhanced as a high 
conservation area and the conservation values of the remainder of the park should be increased by means 
of appropriate planting and management.  A locally indigenous planting theme should be used for all 
additional planting. 
 
Principle 2 
There should be no further development within the park apart from renewal of existing developed areas.  
Any such renewal should be tightly controlled and should have regard to the high conservation values of 
the park.   
 
Principle 3 
Commercial opportunity in the park should be limited, except where it adds value to the experience of park 
users and does not have an adverse impact on the natural amenity and beauty of the park. 
 
Principle 4 
Provide for the sale of food and drink in the park, acknowledging principle 3.  
 
Principle 5 
Acknowledge that the park is currently at capacity when all tenant groups are operating concurrently.  Any 
additional use of the park should be encouraged outside the peak time. Peak times are when the Miniature 
Railway is operating – most Sundays, Public Holidays and Wednesdays during the school holidays. 
 
Principle 6 
Traffic movements within the park should be minimised having regard for safety, protection of vegetation, 
access and parking requirements. 
 
Principle 7 
There should be a safe and functional trail network to and within the park.  
 
Principle 8 
Toilets facilities should meet current Australian Standards and have regard for safety, access and visual 
impact.  
 
Principle 9 
Playground facilities should continue to be provided in the park and should cater for a wide range of ages 
and abilities and have regard for safety, access and visual impact.  Continued provision should also be 
made for grassed open space for informal games and recreation activities.  
 
Principle 10 
Recognise the historical significance of the park and acknowledge the changing needs and evolution in 
design and safety in public open spaces.  
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2.1 INTRODUCTION 
 
This section outlines background information in relation to Eltham Lower Park including the 
history of the park, details of the project area and the community in which the park is 
located. 
 

2.2 THE STUDY AREA 
 

Nillumbik Shire is located 25 kilometres north-east of Melbourne and covers an area of 430 
square kilometres.  In 2006, the Shire had an estimated population of 62,022 people.  The 
Shire features over 300 hectares of nature and recreation reserves, 63 sites of faunal 
significance and 24 conservation covenants.  Nillumbik is made up of a number of 
townships, each with its unique heritage and character.   
 

2.3 THE CATCHMENT 
 

Eltham Lower Park, situated off Main Road in Eltham, is classified as a regional park and 
hence has a catchment that spans across several municipalities including the City of 
Banyule and the City of Manningham.   It also attracts visitors from much further away with 
the Diamond Valley Miniature Railway being a significant regional tourist attraction. 
 

2.4 THE SITE 
 

The Eltham Lower Park is a 25 hectare area bounded by Main Road, Homestead Road, the 
Diamond Creek and the Yarra River.  The park has a number of recreation and leisure 
opportunities. 
 
The park incorporates a number of uses including competitive sport for lacrosse and cricket 
(featuring two full size ovals with synthetic cricket wickets and sports pavilion) equestrian 
activities (with Eltham District Horse and Pony Club and the Eastern Region Adult Riding 
Club located in the park).  There are also two formal playground areas, picnic and 
barbeque facilities, two public toilet facilities, car parking, a section of the Diamond Creek 
shared path and an area of open space for passive recreation, as well as areas of rare and 
indigenous vegetation and natural habitat.   
 
Other groups that have an association with the park include the Friends of Diamond Creek, 
Friends of Barak Bushlands, Eltham Recreation Walkers Group, Eltham Gateway Action 
Group, Hohnes Road Playhouse, Home Education Network and Natalie’s Pony rides.  The 
park also houses the Diamond Valley Miniature Railway. 
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2.5 HISTORY OF THE PARK 
 

Prior to the extension of European settlement into the lands of Nillumbik in the late 1830s 
the Wurundjeri people had been meeting in the area now known as Eltham Lower Park for 
thousands of years. Waterway junctions had a particular attraction as tribal meeting places 
and the junction of the Diamond Creek with the Yarra River (Birr-arung to the Wurundjeri) 
was one such important location in terms of aboriginal culture. The sculpture “Not Just a 
Pretty Place” by Aleks Danko and located near the junction of these two watercourses pays 
tribute to this important cultural location. 

 
The first European settlers were squatters or leaseholders and itinerants such as timber 
workers. Records of their occupation are sketchy but the Eltham Lower Park area was 
probably included within the pastoral run established in 1841 by Henry Foley. He sold his 
leasehold in 1845 to Joseph Wilson who in turn sold it to Frederick Falkiner soon after. 

 
During the late 1840s the colonial government was subdividing land within the parish of 
Nillumbik for sale. The survey was based on a mile square grid. An area of about one 
square mile was set aside on the north bank of the Yarra as a future village and was later 
named Eltham. The Diamond Creek ran through the centre of the village reserve. The 
village was not immediately made available for sale and Falkiner’s continued occupation of 
the reserve drew complaints from nearby land owners. 

 
As it happened the area north of the village reserve developed more quickly by way of a 
private subdivision and land sales within the village proceeded slowly over many years. An 
1850 plan of the village showing the first allotments to be sold shows the Eltham Lower 
Park area simply as thick scrub. From the early 1850s horse racing meetings were held on 
10 acres of land partly cleared by the residents. In 1856 the newly formed Eltham District 
Road Board sent a petition to the Surveyor General of the Colony of Victoria requesting that 
an area of 36 acres of Crown land be reserved for a race course and recreation. The 
Government did not act quickly. An 1860 plan showing more detail of the developing village 
reserve shows the park area as a proposed race course reserve. Other notations on this 
plan show that the present pony club area was swampy, the Homestead Road area was a 
higher stringybark range and there were rich flats in the Lenister Farm area. 

 
Gazettal as a race course and recreation ground occurred in 1865. A further 10 acres were 
added in 1866 and a further 12 acres (Hohnes Hill) were added in 1870. In 1866 a two acre 
site on the banks of the creek was gazetted as a pound reserve and today this forms part of 
the park. In 1870 the pound keeper was William Walsh. 

 
Government plans show the changing use of the park with various gazettals under different 
titles. By 1877 it was called a public park which perhaps indicated that horse racing was in 
decline by that time. However there are still people in Eltham who can remember horse 
racing and training continuing into the 1920s. The connection with horse riding has 
continued. In the mid 1900s a circuit road around the park was used for trotting training. In 
1953 the Eltham Pony Club was established to cater for the significant local population of 
young people with horse riding interests. In those days the club used a larger area of the 
park with a cross country course on Hohnes Hill. From the mid 1950s the club held the 
Eltham Easter Fair at the park. Later the fair was named ERSILAC and included a 
procession along Main Road from the town centre to the park. 

 
The park’s mix of bushland environment, more formal park facilities and sporting grounds 
has proved very popular over many years. The large pine trees near the main entrance 
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indicate a trend of formal tree planting going back many years. The park was used by picnic 
parties from the local area and on excursions from the inner suburbs. A group known as the 
Eltham Campers had an annual weekend excursion to the park. To cater for park visitors 
there were businesses on the opposite side of Main Road selling picnic provisions and 
early photos indicate that they displayed big signs advertising hot water. 

 
In the 1960s the park was the venue for school bird days organized by the Gould League. 
Bus loads of school children came to the park from suburban schools and by the mid 60s 
the large numbers necessitated three separate days. The excursions were reported in the 
League’s magazine “The Bird Lover”. 

 
The Diamond Valley Miniature Railway is a significant feature of the park today and 
certainly is a major attraction for visitors. The railway moved to the park in 1961 from its 
original location in Ivanhoe. Since that time it has significantly expanded its track network 
and its occupancy of the site was recognized by the State Government in passing the 
Eltham Land Act. 

 
The park has been used over many years for various sporting activities including cricket, 
football and lacrosse. In the 1970s a modern pavilion was built to accommodate the various 
sporting clubs. The nature of the park makes it ideal for orienteering at a school level. 

 
The park (with the exception of the Lenister Farm section) is Crown land that has generally 
been under some form of Council control since the formation of the Eltham Shire Council in 
1871. In 1970 the Council was formally appointed as a committee of management under 
the Land Act. Lenister Farm has a different status. This former private property was 
purchased by the Council in 1979 and provides a link between the park and the Yarra 
River. This small farm lot of about 11 acres on the Eltham village reserve was purchased 
from the Crown in 1862 by Eltham pioneer Henry Stooke. He also purchased other land 
north of Eltham and at Lower Plenty. He later went on to become the chairman of the road 
board. Stooke never lived on this site and the two houses at Lenister Farm date from well 
into the twentieth century. 

 
The park was originally known as Eltham Park and even into the 1960s the bird day reports 
use this name. In the 1920s the Council purchased a large area adjacent to the Eltham 
town center for parkland. That became Eltham Central Park and the former Eltham Park 
was renamed to avoid any confusion. 

 
In 2004 the opening of the Yarra footbridge linked the park with the Yarra Valley 
Metropolitan Park network and the Main Yarra Trail. This linkage provides a significantly 
wider scope of park usage than has historically been the case. 
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Figure 1. Existing Conditions at Eltham Lower Park 
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2.6 EMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF THE STUDY 
 

The following details the demographic profile of the Nillumbik Shire and identifies the key 
characteristics that may impact on the use of the Eltham Lower Park. 

 

2.6.1. Population Trends 
 

Over the past five years, the Shire of Nillumbik has increased its population to an estimated 
62,022 in 2006, a growth of approximately 400 (<1%). 
Note:  Source:  30 June 2006, Estimated Residential Population 

 

i) Age Profile 
 

The age profile of residents in 2006 (ABS) was estimated as follows: 
 

Table 2.1 
Nillumbik Shire Council 

Population Age Profile 2006 (ABS) 

Age Group Number of Persons % of Total 
Population 

0 - 4 3,754 6.4 
 5 - 17 12,819 21.9 
18 - 24 5,863 10.0 
25 - 34 5,521 9.5 
35 - 49 15,104 25.9 
50 - 59 8,845 15.1 
60 - 69 3,970 6.8 
70 - 84 2,066 3.5 
85+ 478 0.8 
   

 Note:  Source:  Census 2006, Basic Community Profile 
 

The population age profile review indicates people in their most active ages (0 to 34 years) 
account for just under half the population (48%) whilst people aged 35 years plus represent 
(52%) of residents. 

 
There was a significant share of persons in the family age groups in the Shire of Nillumbik 
in 2006, most notably children in school age groups (5-17) and their parents in their thirties 
and forties. This age structure is indicative of an established housing market which is 
attracting more mature families.  

 
The age structure of the Shire of Nillumbik is dissimilar to the Melbourne SD. The most 
significant differences are:  

 
• A larger percentage of 35 to 49 year olds (25.9% compared to 22.7%);  
• A larger percentage of 12 to 17 year olds (10.8% compared to 7.8%);  
• A smaller percentage of 25 to 34 year olds (9.5% compared to 14.9%), and;  
• A smaller percentage of 70 to 84 year olds (3.5% compared to 7.5%). 
 

The most significant changes in age structure in this area between 2001 and 2006 were in 
the age groups 
 
• 50 to 59 (+1,534 persons);  
• 60 to 69 (+1,261 persons);  
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• 25 to 34 (-1,490 persons), and;  
• 5 to 11 (-554 persons). 

 

 
 

ii) Country of Birth 

 

The share of the population born overseas and the diversity of their birthplace are indicative 
of how multicultural a population is. 
 

An analysis of the country of birth data for Nillumbik Shire in 2006 reveals a greater deal of 
uniformity, with less diversity in the range of countries of birth and a relatively smaller 
percentage of the population born overseas. 
 

The table below details the Country of birth of residents. 
 

Table 2.2 
Most Common Countries of Birth 

TOP 10 COUNTRIES OF BIRTH NILLUMBIK 
2006 
NO. 

NILLUMBIK 
 2006 

% 

MELBOURNE 
MSD 2006 

% 

United Kingdom 3042 5.2 4.3 

Italy 747 1.3 2.1 

New Zealand 516 0.9 1.5 

Germany 381 0.7 0.6 

Greece 239 0.4 1.5 

Netherlands 220 0.4 0.4 

South Africa 208 0.4 0.5 

United States of America 207 0.4 0.3 

Malaysia 187 0.3 0.8 

India 157 0.3 1.4 

 



 

 

 

 Page 16 of 65 

 

 

SUMMARY NILLUMBIK 
2006 
NO. 

NILLUMBIK 
2006 

% 

MELBOURNE 
MSD 2006 

% 

Non- English speaking backgrounds 4109 7 22 

English Speaking countries 4218 7.2 7 

TOTAL OVERSEAS BORN 8327 14.3 29 

AUSTRALIA 47775 81.8 64.2 

NOT STATED 2317 4 6.9 

TOTAL 58419 100 100 

The review of countries of birth indicates: 
 
Analysis of the country of birth of the population in Nillumbik Shire in 2006 compared to the 
Melbourne Statistical Division shows that there was a smaller proportion of people born 
overseas as well as a smaller proportion of people from a non-English speaking 
background. 
 
Overall, 14.3% of the population was born overseas, and 7.0% were from a non-English 
speaking background, compared with 29.0% and 22.0% respectively for the Melbourne 
Statistical Division. 
 
The dominant non-English speaking country of birth in Nillumbik Shire was India, where 
0.3% of the population, or 157 people, were born. 
 
iii) Languages Spoken at Home 

 

Nillumbik has a higher proportion of persons speaking English only 89.6% than the 
Melbourne SD 69.4%. 
 

Table 2.3 
Most Common Languages Spoken at Home 

LANGUAGE Nillumbik 
 2006 

% 

MELBOURNE SD 
2006 

% 

English only 89.7 68 

 Non English 7.5 26.5 

Not stated 2.8 5.5 

TOTAL 100 100 

 

The top five non-English languages within Nillumbik in 2006 were: 
 

• Italian 
• Greek 
• German 
• Macedonian 
• Chinese Languages 
• Croatian 
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(iv) Other Leisure Related Statistics 
 

Two major constraints, which limit people’s participation in leisure activities, are the 
availability of private transport to access facilities and the cost of participating in activities.  
A review of the vehicle ownership and income levels of Nillumbik residents indicates: 
 
(i) Income Levels 

 
The table below details the personal weekly income levels of Nillumbik residents: 

 

Table 2.4 
Weekly Income Levels 

INDIVIDUAL INCOME LEVEL NILLUMBIK 2006 
% 

Melbourne Statistical 
Division % 

   

negative/nil income 8.6 8.1 

$1 to $149 9 7.4 

$150 to $249 8.3 13.2 

$250 to $399 10.5 11.6 

$400 to $599 12.7 12.9 

$600 to $799 10.6 10.6 

$800 to $999 9.1 8.4 

$1,000 to $1,299 10.1 8 

$1,300 to $1,599 5.8 4.2 

$1,600 to $1,999 3.7 2.6 

$2,000 or more 5.6 3.9 

not stated 5.9 9 

Total 100 100 

Note:  Income derived from businesses or from rental properties may be recorded by the ABS as “Negative Income” 

 
Analysis of individual income levels in Nillumbik Shire in 2006 compared to the Melbourne 
Statistical Division shows that there was a larger proportion of persons earning a high 
income (those earning $1,000 per week or more) but a smaller proportion of low income 
persons (those earning less than $400 per week).  Overall, 25.2% of the population earned 
a high income, and 36.4% earned a low income, compared with 18.7% and 40.3% 
respectively for the Melbourne Statistical Division.  These figures indicate a significant level 
of discretionary income to access leisure activities. 
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(ii) Vehicle Ownership 
 
Vehicles garaged at home by residents based on the 2006 ABS statistics are detailed in the 
following table: 

 

Table 2.5 
Vehicle Ownership (ABS 2006) 

VEHICLES PER HOUSEHOLD NILLUMBIK 2006 
% 

MELBOURNE 2001 
% 

No vehicle 2.3 9.4 

One vehicle at household 18.7 33.5 

Two vehicles at household 45.8 35.0 

More than three vehicles 28.8 14.2 

 Not stated 4.5 7.8 

TOTAL 100 100 

 
 

The review of the Vehicle ownership of Nillumbik residents indicates that the majority of 
residents 93.3% had access one or more vehicles which means that residents have the 
ability to independently access leisure facilities. 

 

2.6.2. Summary of Demographic Review 
 

The following provides a summary of the key findings from the project area’s demographic 
review. 
 
• The Shire of Nillumbik Local Government area covers an area of 430 sq. km. and had a 

total population of 62,022 people in 2006. 

• Approximately 5 out of 10 people are aged in their most active years of 0 – 35 years.  
This indicates that the current pressure and demands being placed on Council to 
provide a range of leisure activities and facilities to meet the needs of residents will 
continue. 

• The top five overseas countries of birth are United Kingdom, Italy, New Zealand, 
Germany and Greece.  The impact of this is that leisure activities will need to be aware 
of cultural issues and coordinate both the programs and promotional campaigns to 
these markets. 

• The review of annual income levels indicates that a high proportion of residents have 
access to discretionary income enabling them to pay for and participate in a range of 
leisure activities of their choice.  In excess of 30% of households have access to weekly 
incomes $1000+. 

• However, the review also indicated that a smaller proportion of the population had 
limited access to disposable income and therefore requires leisure facilities and 
activities to be set at an affordable fee level to encourage their participation. 

• Approximately 9 out of 10 Nillumbik residents have access to a private vehicle, which 
could be used to travel to leisure activities and facilities.  This indicates that residents 
are relatively mobile and not as reliant on public transport systems to access facilities. 

• When planning for future sporting and leisure facilities, the need for the facilities to be 
located on a site with access to public transport, although preferable, is not essential.  
Any facilities developed should also take into consideration the high private vehicle 
usage by providing sufficient car parking facilities. 
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2.7 LITERATURE REVIEW 
 

In order to inform the Masterplan, a range of previous planning strategies were reviewed to 
ascertain the following:  
 
� Existing strategies and plans addressing sports and community facility improvements 

within the municipality 
� Existing strategies and plans that address land uses at the Eltham Lower Park 
� Findings from building condition reports 
 
The following is a summary of the key relevant issues and recommendations identified 
within the reports and strategies:  
 
(i) Shire of Eltham Draft Lenister Farm ‘Adjacent Area Management Plan’ 
 – (June 1994) 
 
Lenister Farm and the park are separated by Homestead Road.  This document sets 
management and design aims for a significant area adjacent to the park.  It contains a 
Concept Plan for the continuation of revegetation and other landscape works which include 
the creation of wetlands and a viewing platform.  These works have since been carried out. 
 
(ii) Nillumbik Shire Council Eltham Lower Park Management Plan 
 (November 1998) 
 
The Eltham Lower Park Management Plan sought to outline the vision for Eltham Lower 
Park and that the park be acknowledged as: 
 
� A high quality and attractive district and local recreation setting for a wide range of 

recreational opportunities including organised sporting activities 
� A refuge for local fauna of recognised high conservation status 
� An area for family based recreational experiences, environmental education and 

community action; and 
� The home of the Diamond Valley Miniature Railway. 
 
The Eltham Lower Park is one of the most utilised parks in Nillumbik Shire.  The 
Management Plan set clear directions for the future management of the park area between 
Main Road, Hohnes Road, Homestead Road and Diamond Creek. 
 
The Management Plan acknowledged that although the park appears to be at or near 
capacity to absorb additional functions, there is scope for works that will increase the 
carrying capacity of the park and improve the efficiency with which its various components 
operate. 
 
The Management Plan recommended a works plan that would take several years to 
complete and was estimated to be in the order of $620,000 at 1998 prices, in addition to 
$65,000 per annum recurrent costs for revegetation along Diamond Creek, management 
and maintenance of sports and other facilities.  A minimal amount of work was completed 
from this plan.    
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(iii) Nillumbik Shire Council Recreation Strategy (2000) 
 
The Recreation Strategy sought to identify Council’s strategic direction for recreation and 
leisure planning for the next five to ten years, as well as identify any gaps in service 
provision and determine present and future opportunities in the Shire. 
 
Nillumbik’s Leisure Services’ vision for leisure and arts is as follows: 
 
‘Our vision for Nillumbik is of a place where people live rich and fulfilling lives, where they 
can choose from a range of cultural, leisure, artistic and educational opportunities and 
where people are valued, treated equally and feel that they belong.’ 
 
The Recreation Strategy stated that Council had a recurrent budget of $4.6 million and an 
annual capital expenditure of more than half a million dollars to carry out its functions in this 
area. 

 
(iv) Nillumbik Shire Council Open Space Strategy (October 2005) 
 
The Open Space Strategy is a key reference document used in the preparation of the Draft 
Masterplan.  The Open Space Strategy outlines the value of open space to the local 
community along with the principles underpinning the provision of open space within the 
municipality.  Open space plays a major role: 
 
“In the sustainability of the Shire by protecting the environment and improving the overall 
quality of life of residents.  It provides opportunities for people to relax, exercise socialise 
and enjoy nature”. 
 
Nillumbik has a vision for the development of its open space network.  This vision builds 
upon the unique attributes of open space within the length and breadth of the municipality 
and linking significant regional parks (i.e. Plenty Gorge Parklands), state parks (i.e. 
Warrandyte State Park) and national parks (i.e. Kinglake National Park).  These tracts of 
open space also contain significant remnants of indigenous vegetation.  Nillumbik Shire 
Council’s vision for the development of open space within the municipality includes the 
following: 
 
� To provide a diversity of open space with a range of high quality regional, district and 

neighbourhood parks linked by a network of trails. 
 

� To ensure the open space network will be easily accessible and provide all residents 
and visitors with a range of structured and unstructured recreation opportunities. 

 
� To ensure that open space is developed and managed on a sustainable basis to meet 

the needs of the community and protect environmental values for present and future 
generations. 

 
The Open Space Strategy identifies three key elements of the open space network within 
the municipality.  These elements include the following: 
 
� Reserves:  Reserves are publicly accessible land set aside for recreation activities; 

conservation and preservation purposes; cultural and heritage purposes; and fauna 
corridors.  Reserves can be large or small.  They can be natural, semi-developed or 
developed environments.  Reserves can also accommodate a variety of uses and 
provide a number of different recreation opportunities. 
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� Nodes:  Nodes are open space settings with unique features that attract a large 
number of visitors to the reserve or parklands.  These unique features can be natural or 
developed settings.  Nodes are characterised by unique landscapes, adventure 
playgrounds, historic buildings, model railways and the like.  Nodes are distinguished 
from other district parks by the features or attractions located at the reserve. 

 
� Trails:  Trails link the major reserves and nodes within the municipality.  The most 

important trail is the Diamond Creek Trail which follows the meandering creek from 
Diamond Creek to Eltham.  The trails network also connects to a number of trails 
outside the municipality.  The trails improve the accessibility of many reserves within 
the municipality.    

 
The Open Space Strategy classifies parks and reserves within the municipality into the 
following categories: 

 
� Regional and District Reserves:  These reserves are larger parks providing a range 

of structured and unstructured recreation opportunities.  These reserves can 
accommodate natural, semi-developed or developed settings.  Often sportsgrounds and 
sports pavilions are located in these parks along with play equipment, picnic facilities 
and extensive landscaped areas. 

 
� Local and Neighbourhood Reserves:  Local reserves tend to be smaller parks within 

the urban areas and townships.  These reserves tend to provide a limited range of 
unstructured recreation opportunities for people living within close proximity to the local 
reserve.   Generally, these local reserves are located within 500 to 1,000 metres of 
most residential properties. 

 
When considering the key elements of the open space network within the municipality, 
Eltham Lower Park has been classified as one of eleven main nodes within the Shire, 
linked to other nodes by the Diamond Creek Trail and the Main Yarra Trail.  Nodes are 
always regional and district parks, therefore, when applying the classification of parks and 
reserves included in the Open Space Strategy, the Eltham Lower Park is classified as a 
Regional Park.  

 
(v) Nillumbik Shire Council Recreation Trails Strategy (August 2001) 
 
During consultation with clubs and organisations, it was found that there was overall 
support for the provision of trails in the Shire, however, a clear split was identified between 
those wanting a strongly defined network of trails throughout the Shire and those wanting to 
significantly constrain trail development, largely for environmental impact reasons. 
 
Despite the split in opinion, the majority of groups considered the adequacy and quality of 
existing provision to be either poor or very poor. 
 
Consultations showed that there was a need for both more trails and for continuous trails, 
for the provision and/or enhancing of amenities and services (including shelter, information, 
seats, taps) and for more shared trails.   
 
The issue of trail features drew strong support for trails in natural bushland areas, for gravel 
rather than sealed routes, and for a combination of on-road and off-road routes.  Opinions 
on length varied with moderate distances being preferred over either short or long routes.  
Wider trails and moderate grades were preferred to narrow and steeper terrain. 

 



 

 

 

 Page 22 of 65 

 

(vi) North East Regional Organisation of Councils (NEROC) Sites of Faunal and 
Habitat Significance in North East Melbourne (1997) 

 
The study purpose was the pursuit of information and increased understanding of 
ecological management practices that best enhance flora and fauna conservation.  The 
study premise is that scientific knowledge is necessary for implementing sound 
conservation management.  The report provides a strategic overview of the conservation 
values of flora and fauna of North East Melbourne. 
 
Eltham Lower Park has been identified as Yarra Lower Alluvial Plains (YLAP) site 35 which 
is a site of high faunal significants due to the presence of endangered fauna - Eltham 
Copper Butterfly, vulnerable fauna – Swift Parrot and Powerful Owl and rare fauna – 
Eastern Broad Nosed Bat and Fresh Water Blackfish. 
 
The following is a further list of reports reviewed for the purpose of the Masterplan: 

 
� Nillumbik Shire Council Sportsfield Assessment Report (1998) 
� Nillumbik Shire Council Recreation Trails Signage Strategy Draft (2006) 
� Nillumbik Shire Council Plan 2006-2010 
� Nillumbik Watersmart Sports Ground Initiative (2006) 
� Nillumbik Shire Council Playground Audit (2001) 
� Nillumbik Environmental Strategy: Actions for a Sustainable Future (2001) 
� Storm Water Management Plan (2003) 
� Diamond Creek Draft Streamflow Management Plan (2002) 
� Diamond Creek Concept Plan (1995) 
� Dennis Hunt Maintenance Audit (2002) 
 

2.8 LAND TENURE AND PLANNING STATUS 
 

The area covered by this Management Plan is Crown Land managed by Nillumbik Shire 
Council with the exception of Lenister Farm, which is owned and managed by Council. 

 
The following planning controls affect the park: 
 

� The whole park, except land west of Hohnes Road is zoned public park recreation zone 
� The wildlife management overlay affects the whole park 
� The environmental significance overlay – schedule 1 affects most of the park (95%) 
� The environmental significance overlay – schedule 2 affect much of the parkland along 

the river 
� The environmental significance overlay – schedule 4 affects much of the parkland along 

the Diamond Creek 
� The land subject to inundation overlay affects much of the land along the river and the 

creek 
� The special building overlay affects the northern edge of the park     
 

2.9 SPORT AND RECREATION TRENDS 
 

The following provides a summary of current sport, recreation and leisure trends that may 
impact upon the development and future use of the Eltham Lower Park Masterplan. 
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2.9.1. Sport and Recreation Trends  

The following summary of general sport and recreation trends impacting on Victorians and 
their demand for recreation, sport and leisure activities has been developed using a range 
of research documents including:  
 
Participation in Exercise and Recreation and Sport: Australian Sports Commission Annual 
Report 2005 
Victorians Participation in Exercise and Recreation and Sport (2001/2002): Sport and 
Recreation Victoria in collaboration with the Victorian Health Promotion Foundation. 
Community Sport Counts: Local Sport and Recreation in Victoria Regional Summary 
Report 1 2004 – Sport and Recreation Victoria 
 
A combination of these documents findings in relation to wider general sport and recreation 
trends and facility provision trends in Victorian and Australian Society over the past decade 
are summarised in the following sections. 
 

2.9.2. General Leisure Trends Impacting on Sport and Recreation 
Participation and Facilities 

The following highlights the range of general sport and recreation trends that are likely to 
impact on Victorian Communities in the future. 
 
• A gradual ageing of the population.  As life expectancy increases, birth rates stay low 

and the “baby boomers” of the 1950s and 1960s grow older.  This is placing a new 
demand on providing specific older persons programs and program areas. 

 
• Flexibility in the times when people recreate.  As demands on people’s time 

increases and work practices change, people are seeking to take their sport and 
recreation at different times, over a broad spread of hours and at facilities that offer a lot 
of activities under the one roof.  Indoor pools and health and fitness facilities are 
particularly attractive and getting easier to use as many are open 12 to 16 hours, 7 days 
a week. 

 
• Increased variety in sport and recreation options.  People’s sport and recreation 

options are changing towards newer more varied activities offered over a greater range 
of timeframes compared to previous decades where limited variety in activities and 
scheduling occurred.  This has supported the trend to more multi-use facilities to attract 
a broader range of users as well as multiple programs to meet different needs at the 
one centre. 

 
• Constraints to sport and recreation participation.  Lack of time, lack of facilities 

close by, family and work constraints, health problems and cost of service or use of 
facilities are the main constraints to many Victorians sport and recreation participation.  
The development of targeted markets of users, programs and services at many aquatic 
and health and fitness centres has assisted in reducing some of these participation 
constraints. 

 
• Changing employment structures, trading and work hours.  These trends often 

makes participation in traditional sport and recreation activities difficult and therefore 
people are looking for facilities that are open longer hours and have a lot of activity 
options at the one site.  This makes opportunities such as indoor pools and health and 
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fitness centres and indoor sports courts attractive as their long opening hours and days 
open per year means usage can be made in a wide range of social, training, 
competition, educational settings. 

 
• Different people want different activities.  The broadening different cultural, age, 

gender of the population sees the need for facilities to offer potential users a much 
more varied range of programs and services than previously offered.  All year round 
available  indoor and outdoor sport and recreation facilities also provide the greatest 
diversity of activities throughout the different seasons impacted by Victoria’s weather. 

 
• Provision of high standards and quality of facilities and services.  People are more 

and more looking for high standard, high quality facilities and services to meet their 
sport and recreation needs.  This has also seen the trend for indoor facilities becoming 
very popular as they allow activity in safe and secure spaces in all weather and 
environmental conditions.   

 
• Recognition of strong links between physical activity and health.  Preventative 

health care and active lifestyles are very important to many Victorians, health/fitness 
and indoor/outdoor sport activities are becoming a large part of people’s activity 
choices. 

 
• Expectations of equity and access.  Today’s society expects people with special 

needs to be catered for in public facilities.  This has seen improved design features to 
increase accessibility to and within such facilities.  Added to this is the growing array of 
programs and activities offered to people of all different abilities, physical condition and 
skill levels. 

 

2.9.3. Comparison of National/State Sport and Recreation 
Participation Trends 

The Exercise, Recreation and Sport Survey (ERAS) is a joint initiative of the Australian 
Sports Commission and the state and territory government agencies responsible for sport 
and recreation, and was first conducted in 2001. 

 
This publication presents results from the fifth annual ERAS collection, which was 
conducted in 2005. 
 
ERAS collects information on the frequency, duration, nature and type of activities that are 
participated in by persons aged 15 years and over for exercise, recreation and sport during 
the 12 months prior to interview.  Participation means active ‘playing’ participation, and 
does not include coaching, refereeing and being a spectator or activities related to work or 
household chores.1 
 
During the 12 months prior to interview in 2005, an estimated 11.1 million persons aged 15 
years and over participated at least once per week one in physical activity for exercise, 
recreation and sport, a participation rate of 69.2%  Household or garden chores, or 
activities that were part of work were not included.  However, the participation rate drops 

                                                
1 participation in Exercise, Recreation and Sport Survey 2005 Annual Report 
© Standing Committee on Recreation and Sport 2006 
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markedly when higher frequency of involvement is considered. An estimated 7.1 million 
persons aged 15 years and over exercised three times per week or more (44.2%). A total of 
4.9 million persons (30.8%) either did not participate in any activity, or participated less than 
once per week in the 12 months prior to interview 
 
National and State leisure participation trends from the ERASS particularly relevant to the 
Eltham Lower Park are detailed in the table below: 

 

 
Category 

National 
Participation Rate % 

2005 

Victorian 
Participation Rate % 

2005 

Walking for recreation 39.9% 37% 
Cycling  11.6% 11.5% 
Running 9.3% 8.8% 
Outdoor cricket 3.6% 4.0% 

 
Eltham Lower Park provided a most attractive setting for each of these sports.  High 
participation rates confirmed the appropriateness of continually to provide walking paths, 
shared use trails and sporting fields.  It also justifies actions proposed to further develop 
these facilities.  
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3.1 INTRODUCTION 
 
This section of the report provides a summary of the findings from the consultation 
undertaken during the study period.  Detailed consultation notes are held be Council. 

 

3.2 METHODOLOGY 
 
As a major part of the process of undertaking the masterplan from Eltham Lower Park, a 
thorough consultation methodology was undertaken.  The consultation was vital in drawing 
out key issues, providing an avenue for stakeholders and the community to provide their 
views on the future of the park and in being able to provide recommendations that 
considered the wider view of all stakeholders and the community.  The consultation 
methodology included the following: 

 
� Establishment of two working groups to guide the project through a seven phase project 

plan (Steering Group and Technical Working Group) 
� Distribution of approximately 200 surveys, mailed out to residents within the local area 

of Eltham Lower Park (conducted in 2004 by Agile consultants) 
� Face to face interviews with 50 Eltham Lower Park users (conducted in 2004 by Agile 

consultants) 
� Key Stakeholder interviews with tenant clubs and other Eltham Lower Park user groups 
� Distribution of three Project Bulletins over the duration of the project to inform the 

community on how to provide feedback and provide updates of progress   
� A Sensory Mapping Day was held at the park with representatives invited to participate 

from the Technical Working Group, Steering Group, Recreation Trails Advisory 
Committee and the Sensory Trails Design Framework Project Committee  

� A Day with a Camera was held at the park with participants from Eltham Primary School 
and Eltham High School. 

� Development and display of 6 information boards, which were located for display at key 
locations at Eltham Lower Park, inviting park users to attend Community Workshops 
and provide their views on the park 

� Development of  media releases are distributed throughout the shire, inviting the 
community to attend a Community Workshop  

� Development of an article, which was featured in the Nillumbik News and distributed 
throughout the shire, inviting the community to attend a Community Workshop 

� Development of a comprehensive Issues and Options Paper, outlining key findings, 
relevant issues and important planning implications 

� Interviews with tenant groups to discuss key directions and themes for the Draft 
Masterplan. 

� Community Workshop to discuss Issues and Options Paper and a second Community 
Workshop to discuss key directions and themes for the Draft Masterplan 

 

3.3 INTERVIEWS WITH KEY STAKEHOLDER GROUPS 
 

All key stakeholder groups were interviewed in September 2006 to confirm the current use 
and to identify key issues and opportunities for the Eltham Lower Park.  The following 
groups were consulted: 
 

� Eltham Horse and Pony Club 
� Eastern Adult Riding Club 
� Friends of Diamond Creek 
� Eltham Recreation Walking Group 
� Friends of Barak Bushlands 
� Eltham Gateway Action Group 
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� Berry Street Children’s Services 
� Lower Eltham Cricket Club 
� Eltham Lacrosse Club 
� Diamond Valley Miniature Railway 
� Hohnes Road Playhouse 
� Friends of Lenister Farm 
� Natalie’s Pony Rides 

 
The following table summarises the current tenants and community groups who have a 
formal agreement to use sections of ELP. 

Table 3.1 
Current tenant and Community Groups 

Tennant Group Membership numbers  Current use 
Eltham Lower 
Cricket Club 

• Juniors – 6 – 7 teams (approx 75 
members) 

• Seniors – 5 teams (approx 70 
members) 

• Veterans – 2 teams (approx 28 – 
30 members) 

• Milo cricket clinics – 35 
participants 

• Approx total membership - 210 

• Junior training – Monday and 
Wednesday both ovals 

• Senior training – Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings 

• Under 12 games – Friday evening 
• Junior games – Saturday morning 
• Senior games – Saturday afternoon 
• Milo cricket clinics – Sunday 
• Senior and Veteran games – every 

second Sunday 
 

Eltham 
Lacrosse Club 
 

• Men – 3 teams (50 players) 
• Female – 3 teams including 

seniors and juniors (45 players) 
• Junior male – 7 teams (110 

players)  
 
• Approx total membership - 205 

Utilise two ovals and clubroom facilities 
during the winter season 
• Junior training – Monday, Tuesday 

and Thursday  
• Men’s training – Tuesday, 

Thursday, Sunday morning 
• Women’s training – Wednesday  
• Junior games – Saturday morning 
• Men’s games – Saturday afternoon 
• Women’s games – Sunday 

afternoon (approx four times a 
season) 

•  
Eltham Horse 
and Pony Club 
 

• Approx total membership 40  
(95% female, 5% male) 

 

• competitions – four – five per year 
• instructional rallies – two per month 

(1
st
 week – Sat, 3

rd
 week – Sun) 

 
Eastern Adult 
Riding Club 
 

• Approx total membership 30  
(90% female, 10% male) 

• competitions – two per year 
• instructional rallies – three per 

month (1
st
 week – Tues, 2

nd
 week – 

Tues, 3
rd

 week – Sat) 
 

Diamond Valley 
Miniature 
Railway Club 
 

• membership -  80 
• 40 affiliated members Age range 

of members is from 16 to 88 
years of age 

• Approx total membership 120 
 

• Accommodates up to 2000 visits a 
day during school holidays 

• March labour day weekend 2006 – 
3,300 visits 

• Currently 90,000 visits 
• Aiming for 100,000 visits 
• $3:00 per ride  
 

Home Education • 40 families  • meet on Thursday’s 
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Tennant Group Membership numbers  Current use 
Network 
 

 

Eltham 
Recreation 
Walkers Club 

• 20 paying members 
• 160 affiliated members 

• meet every 3 months 
• some walk every day ie/ 5 times a 

week 
 

Friends of 
Diamond Creek 

• 25 Members • tree planting activities once per 
month 

Hohnes Road 
Playhouse 

•  •  

 
A key message throughout the consultation was that the park is valued for its diversity and 
meets a range of community needs.  There was also a common interest in preserving the 
balance of current use and ensuring the environmentally sensitive areas of the park are 
retained and enhanced. 
 

3.4 ELTHAM LOWER PARK CASUAL USER INTERVIEWS 
(Conducted in 2004 by Agile Consultants) 
 
Interviews with park users were undertaken on a busy Sunday by 5 interviewers.  The 
sample of 50 park users is relatively small; therefore careful consideration must be given 
when making assumptions about the survey results as an indication of the entire 
population’s views. 
 
As surveys were undertaken on a Sunday during the winter time, it is important to note that 
many of the park users on this day would have included visitors to the area and also 
participants and spectators of the women’s/girls lacrosse that play on Sunday’s during the 
winter time. However, results from the interviews indicated that the majority of respondents 
heard about Eltham Lower Park through living in the local area or through a friend or family 
member, which indicates that many of the respondents were either local residents or know 
of friends and family in the local area. This also suggests that word of mouth is a major 
promotional method for Eltham Lower Park. 
 
Further to this, one third of all respondents were visiting the park for the first time and few 
respondents indicated that they visit the park on a frequent basis. This suggests that many 
of the respondents were visitors to the area. 
 
The key issues identified through the interviews were:  
 

� The miniature railway appears to be a very popular feature of the park and is a 
strong attractor of visitors. Despite this, passive leisure activity, such as 
walking/walking the dog appears to be extremely popular, especially amongst local 
residents. Family and social activities also form a major part of the activities 
undertaken at Eltham Lower Park, with respondents indicating that the playgrounds, 
social areas (ie. barbeques) are well utilised. 

 
� With almost all respondents indicating that they travel to Eltham Lower Park via car 

as the driver or passenger, this suggests that car parking and traffic management 
are potential issues that could arise at the park. Therefore, there is a need to ensure 
sufficient car parking spaces are provided and traffic management/flow is 
adequately addressed. 
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� 40% of all respondents use other parks in the region.  Of those used, Westerfolds 
Park and North Eltham Adventure Playground were the most popular. Most of those 
respondents that used other parks in the region indicated that they were either 
‘about the same’ or ‘better than other parks’. This together with the fact that 92% of 
respondents indicated that they would recommend Eltham Lower Park to their 
friends/family and that most respondents generally stay at Eltham Lower Park 
between 61 and 120 minutes, suggests that respondents were generally quite 
happy with Eltham Lower Park. 

 
� Most respondents indicated that the best aspects of Eltham Lower Park were the 

train/railway and also the playground and family friendly environment. The worst 
aspects were ‘the lack of tables and seats/chairs in the picnic area’, ‘the condition of 
the toilets’, ‘parking’ and the lack of barbeques. 

 
� Respondents indicated that toilets, car parking, picnic area and litter collection are 

of highest importance to park users. Sporting facilities, other amenities and walking 
tracks were of low importance. This may be in part due to the high number of 
visitors to the park on the day of surveying, as most visitors generally did not visit 
the park on the day to participate in sporting activity or utilise the walking tracks. 
However, many of the local residents do utilise the sporting facilities and walking 
tracks, which are a major component of the park. 

 
� Respondents indicated a low satisfaction for the current provision of weather shelter 

in comparison to its importance to the park, with comments  being made that there 
was a need for more shelter to be provided at key points, such as the picnic area. 
Tables and seats, more barbeque areas and a cafe/tea house/sit down area were 
other things identified as being needed. 

 
� Commercial development/shops, take away food outlets and price increases were 

all identified as things that respondents would not like to see at the park. 
 

� The results of the survey show that many of the park users on the day of surveying 
were there to engage in family activities, such as utilising the railway, play 
equipment and participate in passive leisure. Whilst the results show that there is a 
lack of tables, seating and barbeques in the picnic area, it is important to note that 
weekends generally attract a high number of visitors to the park and as such is 
difficult to provide adequate facility provision to cater for the high volume of park 
users. 

 
A key consideration in the development of the Masterplan is balancing the views and needs 
of local residents with those of visitors to the park, who generally come in high volume 
during weekends. 
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3.5 LOCAL RESIDENT SURVEY 
(Conducted in 2004 by Agile Consultants) 
 
A survey of local residents was mailed to approximately 200 households in close proximity 
to the park. 
 

This results of the survey highlight that although local residents believe that there is a need 
for improvement to the park, particularly in its facilities, services and amenities, they do not 
want to see large scale changes, especially if that is in the form of development. Eltham 
Lower Park appears to be well liked and regularly used by local residents in its current 
manner, with passive leisure appearing to be the most popular reason for this.  
 
Results from the survey highlight the importance of parks within the region in providing 
recreational benefits for local residents. This is evidenced by the fact that almost three-
quarters of the survey respondents indicated that they use other parks in the region and 
that all respondents had used Eltham Lower Park in the past 12 months. In comparison to 
the other parks used by local residents, Eltham Lower Park rated reasonably well, with one 
third of respondents indicating that Eltham Lower Park was ’better than those other parks’.  
 
Passive leisure activity appeared to be the most popular type of activity undertaken at 
Eltham Lower Park, with respondents indicating that the walking trails and dog walking and 
capacity to have dogs off leash were the most popular aspects of the park. The miniature 
railway, friendly people and the river were also popular aspects of the park. The strong 
association to passive leisure is further highlighted by the fact that the paths/trails, 
wetlands, miniature railway and front playground were the most used facilities by local 
residents. 
 
Respondents indicated that walking tracks, litter collection and toilets were the most 
important features at Eltham Lower Park. However, results show that improvement is 
required on these features as they all received low satisfaction ratings from local residents 
and were seen as being the worst aspects of the park. 
 
The facilities that received the highest ratings in terms of importance were environmental, 
passive leisure and other amenities. However, again these important features received the 
lowest satisfaction ratings. Despite the seemingly low satisfaction ratings for those 
important aspects of Eltham Lower Park, over 9 out of 10 local residents indicated that they 
would recommend Eltham Lower Park to their friends/family. Also, almost two-thirds of 
respondents indicated that they visit Eltham Lower Park more than once a week. 
 
When travelling to Eltham Lower Park, over half of the respondents walk, whilst a quarter 
travel by car and just over one in ten travel by bicycle. Whilst the high volume of walkers 
and cyclists would suggest that there is little pressure on car parking at the park to cater for 
park users, anecdotal evidence suggests that many of the local residents use the park on 
weekdays, whilst an extremely high number of tourists use the park on weekends and 
hence have a greater need for car parking. 
 
When visiting Eltham Lower Park, almost three-quarters of respondents indicated that they 
usually stay at the park between 31 and 90 minutes. Just under 15% of respondents stay at 
Eltham Lower Park between 10 and 30 minutes. Therefore the majority of those visiting the 
park are there for a significant time, which may impact on the number of people using the 
facilities at the park and the likelihood of them requiring amenities such as toilets and 
drinking taps. 
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Just under a third of all respondents indicated that they link their trip to Eltham Lower Park 
with other activities. Of those who did link their trip with other activities, visiting friends was 
the most popular. Visiting a café, visiting a gallery, shopping and a Sunday drive were other 
activities that local residents linked to their trip to Eltham Lower Park. 
 
Residents indicated that toilets were the most needed facility/amenity at Eltham Lower 
Park. They also indicated that they wanted to see further provision of weather 
shelters/undercover areas and drinking taps and that wider pathways were needed as well 
as an enclosed playground area to ensure greater safety for children using the playground. 
 
Importantly local residents indicated strong resistance to large scale changes being made 
at the park. In particular, residents indicated that they did not want to see further 
development or built structures at Eltham Lower Park. Other important aspects that local 
residents did not want to see occur was commercial development, dogs banned from 
walking off leash and degradation of the native environment. 
 

3.6 DAY WITH A CAMERA 
 

Eltham High School and Eltham Primary School were invited to take part in a ‘Day with a 
Camera’ on 6 October 2006 at the Eltham Lower Park.  Twelve students participated in the 
exercise that involved walking around the Park and taking photos of the areas that the 
students liked about the Park and the areas that they disliked.  A follow up session was 
held with the students where they produced a mosaic of the park with their photos.  The 
completed exercise will not only assist in future planning and design of the Park but also 
provided the students with an understanding of the Masterplan process and how they are 
providing input into the Plan. 
 
Results revealed that the students valued the park for its diversity.  Students also 
expressed that they wanted to see the park appropriately preserved for future generations.  
The students generally thought it was a safe park for young people with wide open spaces 
to see what’s around.  They also however, had concerns about falling branches.   
 
The students listed their top 10 priorities for the park.  They are as follows: 
 
� Toilets (need a makeover, clean and closer to the miniature railway) 
� More car parks (during warmer times need to drive to the park rather than walk) 
� Drinking taps (need more taps along the paths) 
� More rubbish bins around the trails (dog debris bags and bins to dispose of) 
� Boardwalk/viewing platform (more boardwalks to protect wildlife) 
� Festivals/events (to attract young people) 
� Clearer paths around the train (got lost, had to jump the creek) 
� Accessibility for people with disabilities (asphalt for wheelchairs for some trails) 
� Barbeque areas (more areas in different locations) 
� Keep back playground as a space for young people – with appropriate equipment (more 

whizzy things, more swings and longer slides, more interactive, modern equipment for 
young people, maybe skating options too) 
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3.7 SENSORY MAPPING DAY 
 

The Technical Working Group, Steering Group and Recreation Trails Advisory Committee 
were invited to take part in a ‘Sensory Mapping Day’ on 2 October 2006 at the Eltham 
Lower Park.  Thirteen people participated in the exercise that involved walking around the 
park and mapping areas that gave the participant a rich sensory experience.  The data was 
later collated onto a large map to highlight the ‘most rich’ sensory areas of the park and 
then further analysed for accessibility.  The completed exercise will assist in the 
development of good design and future planning for the park.   
 
Results revealed that the park had many sensory rich areas.  The most rich areas however 
were located along the creek and around Lenister Farm.  Lenister Farm was found to be a 
particularly special place and valued for its tranquillity.  The confluence of the Yarra River 
and the Diamond Creek and the significant indigenous heritage of the area were extremely 
important aspects of this part of the park.  The wetlands were also considered a rich 
sensory area and opportunities to develop the walking trail further around the wetlands was 
identified. 
 
The accessibility of the sensory rich areas in the park were also considered and it was 
identified that the viewing platform at the confluence of the river and the creek required 
improvements to make this area fully accessible. 
 

3.8 COMMUNITY WORKSHOP – 30 NOVEMBER 2006 
 

The first community workshop was held on 30 November 2006 with a healthy attendance of 
around 50 people from the local community and recreation/sporting clubs.  An evaluation of 
the workshop concluded that it was well organised with plenty of opportunities to provide 
feedback.  The lack of time was raised and that there was a lot of information to cover in 
the allocated time.  Some people also mentioned that they would have liked to hear what 
other tables had to say.    
 

Discussion on the night centered around the draft vision and principles developed for the 
park and then a further analysis of nine key issues for the park. 
 
In general the draft vision and principles were well received with some concerns around the 
sale of food and drink and that this would bring in more traffic and people into the park.  
Other comments included changes in the wording of some of the principles and that some 
contradictions were evident. 
 

The nine key issues for the park are listed below with a summary of responses under each 
issue. 
 

(i) Amenities 
 

There was general agreement that more amenities were required throughout the park and 
that the toilets were in urgent need of an upgrade.  It was also suggested that toilets were 
needed closer to the miniature railway and playground areas.  
 
(ii) Environment 

 

There was general agreement that the environmental areas of the park need to be 
protected and enhanced and areas to concentrate on include weed control, erosion control, 
protection of trees, further planting and barrel drain the open drain at the front of the park. 
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(iii) Vehicle Circulation 
 
The suggestion of a ring road or one way traffic with entrance off main Road and exit on to 
Hohnes Road near Homestead Road was generally not well received.  Issues included 
security at night and that there was already a problem with drag racing and this could 
exacerbate the problem.   It was also mentioned that a ring road could further divide the 
park.  There was however some positive comments regarding the ring road and that this 
would improve traffic flow.   
 
Suggestions included the need for speed humps to control speed of vehicles and a 
widening of the entrance to improve traffic flow and visibility and sight lines of the shared 
trail at the front of the park.  
   
Additional parking areas were suggested on the old nursery site at Lenister Farm and this 
received some support.  The suggestion to remove the car park adjacent to the miniature 
railway received some support, however, parking in this area is extremely well utilised on 
weekends and is heavily depended upon to service visitors to the miniature railway. 
 
(iv) Trails 
 
It was generally agreed that signage with speed limits is required throughout the park.  It 
was also generally agreed that cyclists should be directed to the Hohnes Road trail and that 
the trail along the creek from the horse and pony club to the miniature railway should be 
retained as a walkers only trail due to poor sight lines and the narrowness of the trail.  It 
was also identified that the Hohnes Road trail is too narrow. 
 
(v) Playgrounds 
 
There was general support for improvements to the playgrounds and the development of a 
multi-access playground.  More interactive forms of play was suggested with an adventure 
style playground.  An adventure playground with the theme of a railway was suggested. 
 
There was support for two playgrounds to cater for different age groups but to have these 
adjoining each other.  The playground at the back of the park had some issues raised as far 
as security and that the playground areas should be in highly visible areas of the park. 
 
(vi) Miniature Railway Expansion 
 
There was no support for an extension of the miniature railway to Lenister Farm, however, 
there was some support for an expansion within the current leased area to cope better with 
the current demand on the service. 
 
(vii) Limited Commercial Activity 
 
There was mixed response regarding the development of a café.  Some suggested an area 
near the railway would be suitable for a small kiosk type facility run by the Lions Club.  
Others supported use of the playhouse.  There were however concerns regarding 
increased traffic and litter.  Other responses included the view that the park was a picnic 
area and a café would not be in keeping with the park.  There was however some support 
for mobile vendors.  
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(viii) Horse and Pony Club 
 
There was mixed response regarding the potential relocation of the pony club.  There were 
some suggestions that the pony club is causing environmental damage i.e.compaction and 
tree damage and contributing to the parking problems.  Others suggested that the pony 
club adds to the rural character and is a sport that many girls participate in with a solid 
membership base.  It was identified that parking can be improved on event days to have 
less of an impact on the park.  Some suggestions also included to retain the ménage area 
and remove the cross country area or restrict the use of the cross country area and open it 
up to the wider community when it is not being used by the club. 
 
(ix) Sports Field Playing Surfaces 
 
There was limited support for a third oval and concerns were raised regarding further 
encroachment into parkland.  Concerns were also raised in relation to the additional cars 
and traffic movement that this would create.  
 

3.9 AGENCY WORKSHOP 
 

An Agency Workshop was held on the 15 March 2007 with officers from Melbourne Water, 
the Department of Sustainability and Environment and Parks Victoria.  At the meeting 
Melbourne Water confirmed the water way in front of the park is a Melbourne Water asset 
known as the Eltham Park Drain.  Melbourne Water is intending to do further investigations 
to address key issues for this drain that include:  

� bank instability 

� bed erosion 

� weed invasion 

� high sediment loads 

� public safety 

� interface issues with Council responsibilities for open space 

Their final report will be complete in December 2007 and will be able to inform the final draft 
of the Masterplan. 
 
A final draft Masterplan will be forwarded to the agencies for further comment. 
 

 

3.10 ISSUES AND OPTIONS PAPER 
 

An Issues and Options Paper was prepared outlining key findings, relevant issues and 
important planning implications. The Issues and Options Paper was widely distributed and 
feedback was invited to inform the key directions and priorities for the park.  
 
A total of 23 written submissions were received from residents and community organisation 
in relation to the ELP Issues and Options Paper.  The following provides a summary of the 
key issues identified. 
 

 
(i) Unstructured Park Use 
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� The natural integrity of the park must be maintained as a priority for the area.  Any 

proposal that supports the use of additional open space should not be supported. 
 
� A number of submissions were received from members of the Eltham Recreational 

Walkers Group(ERWG).  The group is informal and uses the park for walking, walking 
dogs and social interaction.   

 
� The ERWG group highly values the natural environment and do not wish the mix of 

activities to increase. 
 

� Members of the ERWG wish to ensure the needs of informal park users are given equal 
consideration as the needs of the more formal activities within the park.  i.e. seating, 
drinking fountains and troughs for dog watering. 

 
� There is a need to upgrade the playground and picnic areas.  Development of some 

additional playground/ picnic areas away from the railway area would alleviate the 
pressure on existing facilities. 

 
� The Pines picnic area is a heritage area of the park and must be preserved at all costs. 

 
(ii) Trails/Pathways 
 
� There was support for the upgrade and maintenance to the existing pathway system. 

 
� There was little support for the additional path proposed to be developed through the 

park.  A trail bisecting the park would be inconsistent with informality of walking that is 
highly valued by regular users. 

 
� All paths within the park should be shared with speed limits for bike riders and signage 

indicating ‘wheels give way to walkers’. 
 
(iii) Sporting Ovals 
 
� Although there were no concerns expressed about the sporting ovals, there was 

opposition to the realignment of the ovals if it required the take up of additional open 
space. 

 
(iv) Facilities and Services 
 
� There is a need to upgrade all facilities and services to ensure they are accessible by 

all ages and abilities.  This includes toilets, drinking fountains, seating, tables, pathways 
and play spaces. 

 
� The toilet facilities need upgrading to meet the required Australian Standards. 
 
(v) Traffic Management/Car Parking 
 
� Opposition was expressed to the re opening of the ring road within the park. 

 
� Support was generally received for the upgrade and provision of additional parking 

areas. 
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� The existing entry and exit points should remain with no additional access points being 
developed.  

 
(vi) Café  
 
� There was very little support for the development of a commercial café within the park.  

Any further development that required use of open space was not supported. 
 
(vii) Signage 
 
� There was no support for the provision of community notice boards or sponsorship 

signage in the park 
 
(viii) Diamond Valley Railway 
 
� The Railway is not seeking to expand the railway for expansions sake.  The Railway 

might consider expansion in the future and some possibilities have been identified.  
However, at present all resources have been committed to a major program of renewal 
and development. 

 
� One option for consideration is to accommodate the Railway Club in one of the Lenister 

Farm buildings.  This could be combined with development of a new picnic/playground 
area and relieve the pressure on other areas of the park. 

 
(ix) Eltham Model Railway Club 

 
� The Eltham Model Railway Club is seeking alternative accommodation and suggesting 

a joint submission to the Masterplan with the Diamond Valley Railway Club Inc. 
 

(x) Lenister Farm 
 

� The use of the Lenister Farm should be investigated and the buildings should not be 
allowed to deteriorate further.  Use of the area by an appropriate community group 
should be encouraged. 

 
� It would be beneficial to all users to replace Lenister Farm with a natural setting for 

picnics and recreational games. 
 

3.11 FURTHER INTERVIEWS WITH KEY STAKEHOLDER 
GROUPS 

 
During the first week of November 2007 individual meetings were again held with the 
current tenant groups of Eltham Lower Park.  The purpose of the interviews was to report 
back to the groups regarding the key directions and priorities for the park and to seek their 
response.  The following provides a summary of the issues and comments raised by each 
group.  

 
(i) Diamond Valley Miniature Railway 

 
� Supportive of broad key directions, particularly the development of precincts. 
� Existing access to railway car parking should be retained for members. 
� Area could be fenced to protect pedestrian access. 
� Additional car parking within the park should be further considered 
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� Traffic management solution should consider access and egress of buses. 
� Decision to restrict parking at the front of the park should be reviewed. 
� Development of station at front of the park to be further considered. 
� Extension of the track remains a high priority. 
 
(ii) Lower Eltham Cricket Club & Eltham Lacrosse Club 

 
� Supportive of broad key directions. 
� Any reduction in the ovals for car parking should not compromise access to lacrosse 

facilities. 
� Protective fencing would be required in front of car parking areas. 
� Condition of practice cricket wickets is poor. 
� Access to multi purpose cricket training nets with an all weather surface for lacrosse 

would benefit both clubs.  
 
(iii) Eltham Walkers 

 
� Supportive of a dog friendly zone which includes tables and shelter. 
� Need for smaller playground should be reviewed. 
� Supportive of the proposed traffic management concept. 
� Speed of bike riders coming off the bridge remains a concern for pedestrians. 
� Allowing cycle access to link pathway should be reconsidered. 
� Additional drinking fountains and seating should be provided within the park. 
� Consider potential ‘low impact’ use of Lenister Farm houses. 
� Concern over damage being caused to vegetation by horse and pony club activities. 

 
(iv) Eltham Horse and Pony Club & Adult Riders 

 
� Supportive of broad key directions for the park. 
� Main area of concern is limited space allocation for the cross country course. 
� Will review the report and consider the options for creating a cross country course 

within the designated area. 
� Cross country course used for events 4/5 times per year. 
� Wish to negotiate access to additional areas within the park for rallies once or twice a 

year. 
� Accept the need to fence the cross country course for the safety of all park users. 
� Accept the need to park in the former nursery site during peak periods i.e. weekends. 
� Renew the offer to revegetate the horse and pony club area. 
 
(v) Natalie’s Pony Rides 

 
� Commercial activity that operates pony rides every Sunday and Wednesdays during 

school holiday periods. 
� Supportive of broad key directions for the park. 
� Concern with conflict between dogs, horses and small children. 

 
(vi) Hohnes Road Play House 

 
� Supportive of broad key directions for the park. 
� Support development of precincts within the park. 
� Would like to retain toddlers play ground equipment within current play area. 
� Restricting car parking at the front of the park may impact on the car parking in front of 

the house. 
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(vii) Eltham Gateway Action Group 
 
� Support broad directions for the park 
� Support the reduction of parking on the verge in front of the park and the 

refurbishment of the area 
� Car parking around the sporting reserves provides opportunities for people to view 

sporting activities. 
� There is a need for Council to lobby Vic Roads to provide accessible bus stop at the 

front of the park. 
 
(viii) Friends of Diamond Creek 

 
� Supportive of broad directions for the park. 
� Need to manage the operational aspects of the proposed circular road 
� Development of multi access playground near miniature railway supported however 

may result in children being closer to the creek – safety concern. 
� Increased use of the area may generate additional noise for residents. 
� Lenister Farm may be an area for dog walking 
� Playground at the front of the park should be relocated 

 

3.12 COMMUNITY WORKSHOP – 26 NOVEMBER 2007 
 

As part of the extensive consultation process for the Eltham Lower Park Masterplan Council 
invited tenant groups and other key stakeholders to attend a second community workshop 
on Monday 26 November 2007.   The purpose of the workshop was to discuss the key 
directions identified for the park and seek community feedback and comment on the 
priorities and directions identified. 
 
Approximately 60 people attended the workshop representing the following. 

 
� Local residents 
� Eltham Recreation Walkers Group 
� Eltham Horse and Pony Club 
� Eastern Adult Riding Club 
� Eltham Lower Cricket Club 
� Eltham Lacrosse Club 
� Eltham Miniature Railway Club 
� Friends of Diamond Creek – Eltham Lower Park 
� Eltham Gateway Action Group 
� Hohnes Road Play House 
� Councillors 
� Council Officers 

 
The following provides a summary of key outcomes from the workshop  
 
(i) General Improvements 
 
� Support received for the development of activity nodes that include and support a 

range of like activities. 

� Some participants identified the need to provide toilet facilities within the Lenister Farm 
precinct.  However others believed there area was too isolated and may result in anti 
social activities occurring. 
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� The design of any new shelters, seating, tables etc should be sensitive to the 
character of the park. 

� A kiosk or café for park users including mobile vendors should be considered. 

� Dog friendly area should be promoted with bags etc. to avoid litter on sport fields. 

� Proper signage and education required for dog users. 

� The majority of participants supported the demolishing of the building located within 
the Lenister Farm area; however there was some support for the retention and 
upgrade of at least one building for low impact activities.  

� There is a need to provide some form of shelter and support infrastructure ie tables 
and seating within the newly developed Lenister Farm area 

� Retain pony rides in family area as they are a valued activity. 
 

(ii) Sporting Precinct 

� Fencing is required to separate young children play area from Pony Club and 
Lacrosse and Cricket balls and bike tracks near dog off leash area. 

� Concern expressed if ovals are reduced in size to accommodate car parking and road 
ways. 

� There is a need to provide an all weather outdoor meeting area at pavilion. 

� Additional parking is required within the sporting precinct. 
 

(iii) Traffic Management and Car Parking 

� Concern over reduction in car parking spaces at Main Road.  Impact on bringing more 
cars into park when already busy. 

� Revisit car park availability near new playground area, concern expressed for the 
safety of children. 

� Proposal to develop ring road should be considered a stage one priority not stage two. 

� Park should be locked at night time for car access. 

� Speed humps should be provided on road around oval to discourage night racing with 
floodlighting – increased nigh usage (car park lighting?). 

� Too much car parking in the park itself rather than in the outside front area.  Some 
participants indicated that they would rather see a giant car park outside rather than in 
the park. 

� Concern expressed about the amount of asphalting within the park. 

� Proposed car parking seems to be too restricted for both public and members of 
miniature railway. 

 
(iv) Informal Activity Areas 

� Fencing required to separate young children play area from Pony Club and Lacrosse 
and Cricket balls and bike tracks near dog off leash area. 

� Consultation required in the design of the new children’s playground  

� Dog friendly to be promoted with bags etc. to avoid litter on sport fields. 

� Some participants questioned the need for the playground near the Hohnes Road Play 
House 
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� Support was received for the development of the new family area. 

� Fencing is required to secure area between playground and creek. 

 
(v) Conservation Areas 

 

� Pine trees part of heritage of park.  There should be a program for protecting and 
preserving the trees before they all die off. 

� Within the Trail along Yarra there are too many mid storey plants obstructing the view 
of the Yarra – grasses and trees. 

� There is a need to promote the bird life e.g. Lorikeets by providing vegetation for their 
food. 

� In the Lenister farm conservation area there is a need to provide a native plant area for 
propagating plants and educating.  This should be done in consultation with Parks 
Association and Friends of Yarra Valley. 

� Any removal of vegetation due to ill health should be replanted. 

� Consideration needs to be made as to how more water is provided to the wetlands at 
rear of Lenister farm 

 
(vi) Trails/Footpaths 

� There is a need to provide improved signage on paths for cyclists, walkers, families, 
speed humps could be added to paths to slow down cyclists. 

� There was support for taking serious bikers away from the full loop 
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4.1 SUMMARY OF FURTHER STUDIES 
 

As part of the consultation process for the Masterplan the future traffic management and 
parking within the park and the environmental impact associated with the equestrian use of 
the park were identified as key issues that required further more detailed investigation.  
Accordingly Council commissioned studies which have then been used to guide the 
recommendations for these components of the Masterplan. 
 
The following provides a summary of the key finding of the two further studies 

 

4.1.1. Environmental Conditions Report – Equestrian Cross 
Country Course May 2007 

 
Council commissioned Indigenous Design Land Management to undertake a report on the 
Equestrian area aligned to the Eltham Horse and Pony Club.  The report identified the 
ecological values present and assessed the environmental condition of the area, with a 
specific focus on the Equestrian cross country course.  The report also investigated the 
potential impact land uses have had on the environmental condition and what future 
impacts may occur under the continuation of current activities. 
 
The following points summarise the conclusions made within the report on the 
environmental impact of activities associated with the Equestrian Cross Country Course: 
 

• Horse traffic is likely to have caused significant disruption to the natural soil 
condition, which is evident in the presence of large bare areas and the occurrence 
of mild erosion.  A continuation in current land use and management practices 
would see a further decline in the functional status of the landscape. 

 
• Poor tree health and dieback was observed throughout much of the ECCC area.  

While it is possible that soil disturbance created by horse traffic may have 
contributed to this decline, a clear association cannot be made.  Similar symptoms 
of tree stress are also present in areas surrounding the equestrian area particularly 
in areas sharing a similar northern facing slope.  

 
• The lack of regenerating middle and overstorey species appears directly attributable 

to current land use practices with the ECCC area in combination with grazing 
pressures from rabbits.  The consequences of this include: 

 
- A limited middle storey which severely restricts the habitat value of the area 
- A lack of succession in overstorey species which threatens the long term 

viability of the Valley Grassy Forest canopy currently present 
 

• The impact of horse activity on weed dispersal appears to have been relatively 
small.  The likely future impact is dependant on how well the movement of horses is 
restricted away from areas with remnant understorey vegetation in particular the 
Diamond Creek Conservation Precinct. If horse movement was to be successfully 
restricted then minimal impact would be expected. 

 
DSE (2007) identifies habitat fragmentation as being a threat within the 
ELP/Candlebark Park Biosite (#4866).  Beardsell (1997) also identifies habitat 
fragmentation as a major threatening process within this area.  A further decline in 
environmental conditions within the ECCC area would increasingly expose the Diamond 
Creek Conservation Precinct and undermine its ability to function effectively as a habitat 
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corridor. Minimising the “edge effect” on this Conservation Precinct should be a priority 
in any future management decisions. 
 
Australian based research, undertaken in natural settings, indicates that if undertaken 
on well-constructed and maintained tracks across gently sloping terrain the 
environmental impacts of horse riding become greatly reduced (Landsberg 2001).  
Likewise in the context of the Eltham Horse and Pony Club significant potential exists 
for the current land use to reduce its environmental impacts.  This could be achieved by 
the following: 
 

� Restricting horse movement to properly defined jumping routes, allowing for the 
rehabilitation of other areas 

� Ensuring fallen logs are not used in the construction of jumps 
� Reducing the density of jumping routes on the steeper sections of slope perhaps 

moving them onto flatter sections next to the ménage area 
� Constructing fencing to restrict the movement of horses into remnant bushland 

area present in the drainage line and the neighbouring Diamond Creek 
Conservation Precinct 

� Prohibiting the access of vehicles with the ECCC area. 
 

4.1.2. Vehicle Access and Parking 
 
Council commissioned GTA traffic Engineers to undertake a review of the existing car 
parking and traffic operations within the park including the implications associated with any 
management options.  The report considered the following key issues: 
 

� The existing traffic and car parking conditions surrounding the site 
� The existing traffic, pedestrian and car parking issues identified within the park. 
� The likely impact on the car parking supply arising from the options identified 
� The traffic engineering merits of the options identified 
� Any other outstanding issues that need to be resolved 

 
The report identified the following key traffic management issues: 
 

� narrow entrance into the park creates a bottleneck for vehicles entering and exiting 
the park 

� presence of the bicycle path directly adjacent to the entrance creates a safety issue 
particularly due to the narrowness of the vehicle access point 

� the lack of formal pedestrian pathways requires pedestrians to share the roadway 
with vehicles 

� the narrow width of the two way roads and the lack of formalised parking spaces, 
makes it difficult for cars and buses to park and manoeuvre within the park 

� informal car parking on the nature strips is currently causing compaction issues to 
trees within the park 

� the access into the park travels across an existing culvert over the open waterway.  
 
The egress lane of traffic currently travels within approximately one metre of this culvert 
which currently has no protection.  There is considered to be a substantial risk of a vehicle 
crashing into the drain if remedial measures are not undertaken. 

 
The report identified three options to address the future management of the park which 
were reviewed by the project Steering Committee.  The Steering Committee determined 
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that option 3 was the preferred option to address both the current and future traffic 
management issues for the park, however the proposed connection between the two 
existing two-way roadways within the park with a new one-way (southbound) link on the 
eastern side of the two ovals, only be considered as a stage two development if required. It 
is proposed that access to the one-way section of the circulation road will be limited to high 
usage times by removable bollards at either end of the roadway.  
 
In order to provide two-way traffic flow and formalise the car parking proposed between the 
ovals and the miniature railway, the boundary of the front oval will need to be altered. 
 
(i) Car Parking 
 
It is proposed that the existing informal car parking adjacent to the front oval between the 
roundabout and the miniature railway be formalised.  In addition, the existing car parking to 
the northeast of the station and the parallel parking adjacent to Main Road will be removed. 
Some further car parking located adjacent to the pony club is also proposed to be 
formalised. It is anticipated that this option would result in a net loss to the existing supply 
of some 13 carparking spaces leaving a supply of some 344 spaces.  Opportunities to 
provide overflow car parking were also identified along both Hohnes Road and within 
Lenister Farm. An additional car park is to be developed in the Lenister Farm precinct.  This 
would result in a net gain of approximately 20 car spaces throughout the entire park.    
 
(ii) Road Upgrades 
 
In order to cater for two way traffic flow, it is considered necessary to widen the existing 
roadway between the roundabout and the miniature railway to 6.4m which will create a total 
sealed width of some 18.4m incorporating a 2m footpath, 5m parking bay, 2 x 3.2m traffic 
lanes and 5m parking bay.  In addition to the above a one-way section of road is proposed 
to be constructed between the two existing roads on-site. In order to ensure the integrity of 
the one-way link, it will be necessary to restrict access from the eastern car park to the 
southern portion of the park. 
 
(iii) Pedestrian Access 
 
To provide improved pedestrian access through the park, it is recommended that a 
pedestrian path be provided to the north of the car parking spaces between the Main Road 
car park, through the Pines picnic area, passing in front of the miniature railway train station 
and extending through the existing car park to link with the existing trail that runs along the 
creek to the east of the park. It is also recommended that a pedestrian path be provided 
directly to the north of the main oval adjacent to the proposed car parking. 
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(iv) Main Access 
 
To reduce the existing bottleneck effect at the main entry point, it is recommended that the 
bluestone gates be relocated to allow two-way traffic flow through this point. Whilst the 
widening of the access point is expected to improve sight distance to cyclists utilising the 
Diamond Creek Trail and the pedestrian access will remove pedestrian conflicts through 
this point, it is recommended that a raised crossing point be provided at this location. 

 



Page 47 of 65 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section Five:  
Masterplan Key Directions 
and Recommendations 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 48 of 65 

5.1 KEY DIRECTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

5.1.1. Introduction 
 
This section of the report identifies the key directions and themes for the future 
development and management of the park.  These directions are a result of the 
extensive market research and consultation that has occurred during the development of 
the draft Masterplan. 
 
It should be noted that due to the complexity and multi use nature of the park there are 
often times when needs and demands of the key stakeholders are in conflict.  The draft 
Vision and Principles have been used by the project Steering Committee when 
considering the many competing demands.   
 
This draft Masterplan provides a balance between the competing demands and attempts 
to address as many of the key issues and needs as possible.  

There are also two key issues that must be considered when planning for the future 
development of the Eltham Lower Park: 

 
• Council’s budget for improvements to the park is finite.  A 10 year works program will 

be developed and referred to Council’s Capital Works Program. However, future 
improvements will also rely on community resourcefulness to generate funding, 
grants and club input. 

 
• There is a strong need to preserve the native vegetation at Eltham Lower Park.  The 

residents of the Shire and the local area of Eltham have a strong affiliation with the 
natural aspects of the area and are keen to see those aspects remain intact.  Whilst 
the current users of the park indicated a desire to expand their facilities, it is 
important to ensure that the native vegetation of the park is preserved. 

 

5.2 ISSUES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The following section outlines a number of issues that emerged for various areas within 
the park during the consultation process.  The planning for the masterplan was 
undertaken by dividing the park into 13 precincts. However, the key directions and 
recommendations for the Masterplan have been detailed under the following key areas. 

� General Improvements 

� Sporting Precinct 

� Equestrian Area 

� Informal Activity Area 

� Lenister Farm 

� Miniature Railway Area 

� Hohnes Road Play House 

� Conservation Areas 

� Traffic Management and Car Parking 

� Trails and Footpaths 
Each of these areas has a clear objective, which is a broad statement of intended 
directions, includes issues that emerged and a number of proposed actions to achieve 
the stated objective. 
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Figure 2. Final Masterplan 
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Figure 3. Dog ‘off leash’ and ‘on leash’ areas 
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5.2.1. General Improvements 

Background 
 

The key finding from the market research and consultation indicated that the Eltham Lower 
Park is highly valued by both local residents and a wider regional catchment of users.  The 
findings indicated that the park is “tired” and in need of refurbishment to address both the 
current and future use of the facilities.  It was also identified however that whilst there is a 
need for improvement to the park, there was strong opposition to large scale changes, such 
as further development to built structures, commercial developments or any degradation of 
the native environment. 
 
Presently the park receives high usage by both local residents and visitors, demonstrating 
the quality of experience that it currently delivers.  It was also noted that the park is valued 
for its diversity and is considered as “a place for everybody”.  Any future planning for the 
park should therefore provide for a balance between current use and any future use.  There 
was a strong belief that the overall natural/rural character and appearance of the park be 
retained. 
 
The development of the Masterplan identified the opportunity to create a range of activity 
nodes within the park.  These nodes should be upgraded and provide the necessary 
infrastructure and amenities to support the associated activities.  The recommended activity 
nodes include: 
 

� Informal family/social area 
� Conservation areas 
� Sporting precinct 
� Dog friendly area 
� Equestrian area 
� Miniature railway 

 

Objective: Create a range of precincts/nodes within the park that support and encourage 
activities such as informal family social areas, conservations areas, formal sporting 
precincts, equestrian area, miniature railway and dog friendly areas. 

Issues and proposed actions: 

No. Issue Proposed Action 

1.1 Toilets are in urgent need of upgrade and the 
suitability of current locations has been 
questioned. 

• Remove toilet block on the eastern side of the front 
oval and install new modern toilet facilities 
adjacent to the Diamond Valley Miniature Railway  

 
• Remove toilet block on the western side of the 

front oval and install public toilet facilities at the 
end of the sporting pavilion  

1.2 There is a lack of seating throughout the 
park  

• Install seven fully accessible seats - possible 
locations include: 
o Proposed dog friendly area x 1  
o Former Lenister Farm area x 2 (one along trail 

and another on the viewing platform) 
o Sporting reserves x 4 

1.3 There is a lack of drinking fountains 
throughout the park 

• Install three fully accessible drinking fountains - 
possible locations include: 
o Informal family/social area between newly 

relocated playground and DVMR 
o Proposed dog friendly area (with dog bowl 
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attached) 
o Lenister Farm 
 

1.4 There is a lack of shelters in the park  • Install three shelters – possible locations include 
o Informal family/social area to accommodate 

people having picnics  
o Lenister Farm area 
o Proposed dog friendly area 

1.5 Signage around the park needs to be 
updated in a manner consistent with the 
historic and natural theme of the park  

• Install new general park sign 
• Remove redundant signage  
• Install trail directional signage 
• Install trail conflict signage 
• Install map of park at front of the park  

1.6 Lack of landscaping  
 

• Develop a landscape plan for the key  
precincts/nodes including: 
o Front entrance including car parking 
o Pines picnic area 
o Family area adjacent to the miniature railway 
o Lenister Farm 
o Dog Friendly Area 

1.8 The need to clarify dog off leash areas • Clarify the dog off leash areas in the park, clearly 
sign and alter the Domestic Animal Strategy to 
reflect the areas identified in the Masterplan. 

1.9 Cluttered and untidy entrance • Car parking at the front of the park to be consistent 
with the Eltham Gateway Policy – include screen 
planting and limit car parking  

• Melbourne Water land adjacent to ELP to be 
consistent with the Eltham Gateway Policy  
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5.2.2. Sporting Precincts 
 

Background 
 
The sporting precinct includes the following facilities 
� 2 reserves 
� 4 cricket practice nets 
� 1 pavilion 
 
The central reserves create a ‘village-green’ landscape that provide a contrast to the other 
informal and conservation areas within the park.   
 
The two reserves at Eltham Lower Park are predominantly used by the two active sporting 
groups (Eltham Lacrosse Club and Lower Eltham Cricket Club).  However, the facilities 
are also used for local school sports programs and by community groups. 
 
The Lower Eltham Cricket Club uses the two ovals during the summer months, for games, 
training and for junior clinics.  The Eltham Lacrosse Club utilise the ovals during their 
winter season.  The club currently use the ovals for men’s, women’s and junior games and 
training.   

 

Objective: Upgrade and refurbish the sporting areas to meet current standards. 

Issues and proposed actions: 

No. Issue Proposed Action 

2.1 Front oval – lack of landscaping shade and 
seating areas for spectators 

• Consider moving the boundary in at the northern 
end of the front oval and develop landscape and 
seating plan for spectators 

2.2 Cricket nets are in poor condition  • Review existing maintenance program. 
• Investigate the development of a multi purpose 

all weather facility that would be used by both the 
cricket and lacrosse clubs for training activities.  
It is proposed that this would replace the existing 
practice cricket nets. 

 
2.3 Untidy appearance around the pavilion • Develop landscape plan that identifies 

improvements to the front of the pavilion and 
includes seating and sealed surface 

2.4 Limited irrigations available due to water 
restrictions 

• Investigate the option to harvest stormwater for 
irrigation.  Implement a warm season grass 
program on both ovals and investigate sub 
surface drip irrigation. 

 
2.5 Safety issues due to lack of protective 

fencing around the playing surfaces 
• Replace fencing around playing surfaces with 

black PVC mesh fence 
2.6 Cricket and lacrosse balls are entering the 

roadway area 
• Install protective black PVC mesh fencing at the 

northern end of the oval.  
2.7 Current reserve floodlighting insufficient to 

illuminate sporting reserves for training 
activities 

• Upgrade the flood lighting on both sporting 
reserves 
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5.2.3. Equestrian Area 
 
Background 
 
The equestrian area includes the following facilities; 
 

� club house 
� ménage 
� storage sheds 
� cross country jumps 
� post and rail yards to hold horses 
� post and rail fences around most of the facility 

 
The Horse and Pony Club and Adult Riders currently have a lease over the ménage area 
within Eltham Lower Park.  The current lease for the area is in over holding and the clubs 
have no occupancy agreement over the cross country course area.  As part of the 
Masterplan process Council have worked in conjunction with the horse and pony club and 
the adult riders to identify the boundaries of the cross country course and will as a priority 
develop a licence agreement for this area. 

Objective: In conjunction with the equestrian clubs identify opportunities to safely manage 
the use of the equestrian area. 

Issues and proposed actions: 

No. Issue Proposed Action 

3.1 Lack of adequate car and float parking • Prohibit cars/floats from parking in cross country 
course area. 

 
• Cars/floats to park in Lenister Farm overflow 

parking area on weekends and event days  
 

3.2 Lack of safety fencing  • Install fencing around the agreed cross country 
area (with gates) to manage risk. 

 
• When the horse and pony club are not utilising 

the cross country area the gates would remain 
open to allow use by the community 

3.3 Environmental degradation around cross 
country course area 

• Develop an Environmental Management Plan in 
conjunction with the horse and pony club and 
Friends of Diamond Creek including re-
vegetation works, removal of weeds, and 
protection around trees.   

3.4 The lease for the ménage area is in over 
holding and there is no occupancy 
agreement for the cross country course 
area 

• Renew lease for the ménage area. 
 
• Develop a licence agreement for the cross 

country course area based on the negotiated 
boundary. 

3.5 Ageing Clubhouse facility / lack of outside 
shelter 

• Upgrade existing club house and provide shade 
in summer and shelter in winter 
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5.2.4. Informal Activity Areas 
 Background 

 
There are a number of informal activity/social family areas located within the park.  These 
areas allow for unstructured use of the park by a range of users including families, 
walkers, dog walkers, school groups etc.  It is proposed to upgrade these areas and 
provide the necessary infrastructure to support the current and future use. 

 

Objective: Develop facilities within the park that encourage a range of informal leisure 
activities 

Issues and proposed actions: 

No. Issue Proposed Action 

4.1 Pedestrian and vehicle conflict through the 
park. 
  

• Create a family and children’s hub near the 
miniature railway. Including an informal family 
picnic area.  This would include the provision of 
bbq, shelter, tables and seating to support this 
use. 

 
4.2 No multi-access playground. • Commence plans to incorporate multi-access 

playground into the family hub referred to in 4.1. 

4.3 Proposed playground is close to the creek 
environment – potential safety issue.  

• Provide protective fencing within the new family 
area to restrict access for young children to the 
creek area. 

4.4 Existing playground and picnic areas are in 
a poor condition. 

• Rationalise the existing playground area and 
provide junior equipment only to support 
activities of the Hohnes Road Play Gouse 

 
• Retain and upgrade where necessary the 

barbeques, pergolas, tables and chairs. 
4.5 Eltham Park Drain is subject to erosion 

through Eltham Lower Park and is highly 
incised, particularly in the lower part of the 
reach. 
 

• Melbourne Water is currently developing a 
concept design for waterway improvement works 
to address erosion issues on Eltham Park Drain 
and intends to undertake essential works to halt 
erosion of the waterway and protect adjacent 
public and private assets in the coming 08/09 
financial year.  

 
• Melbourne Water is also amenable to working 

with council to further improve the values of the 
waterway through Eltham Lower Park. 

4.6 Pines trees at the front of the park are 
nearing the end of their life – potential 
safety issues relating to dropping limbs. 
 
This area is a valued picnic area,  will be 
retained and enhanced for that purpose 
 
 

• Work with Department of Sustainability and 
Environment to investigate the health of the trees 
and develop strategies to ensure or give, 
provision of shade, control of erosion and a  safe 
picnic space 

 
• Investigate using the pine tree trunks for wood 

carving ‘in situ’ 
4.7 Picnic facilities in the Pines area are in 

poor condition 
• Upgrade and install additional picnic facilities  

4.8 Unsafe pedestrian crossing point over the 
drain 

• Install new pedestrian bridge 

4.9 Play equipment at the southern end of the 
park is in poor condition. Playground and 
dog friendly zones are not compatible. 

• Remove playground and consolidate play 
facilities into new family/social hub. 

 
• Develop this area as a dog friendly zone and 

provide the appropriate support infrastructure 
including shelter, seating and drinking facilities 
for dogs. 
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5.2.5. Lenister Farm 

 
Background 
 
The Lenister Farm area currently incorporates the following features. 
 
� 2 dwellings (70A and 70B) 
� 1 storage shed 
� viewing platform  
� wetlands 
 
Lenister Farm and the balance of the park are separated by Homestead Road.  A 
Management Plan for the area was developed by the Shire of Eltham in June 1994 and 
contained a concept plan for the continuation of revegetation and other landscape works 
including the creation of wetlands and a viewing platform.  These works have since been 
carried out.  
 
The houses situated in this precinct were previously occupied by the Friends of Lenister 
Farm and Berry Street Children’s Services.  Neither of these groups are currently using 
the facilities. 
 
This precinct also incorporates the confluence of the Yarra River and the Diamond Creek.  
The area has significant indigenous heritage.  It was a belief of the Wurundgeri that where 
a creek flows into a river the meeting of the waters is the Kameruka or camp of the spirit 
children waiting to be reborn as human beings. 
 

Objective: Improve appearance around the Lenister Farm area and re-vegetate using 
local indigenous species. 

Issues and proposed actions: 

No. Issue Proposed Action 

5.1 Area is valued due to its tranquillity and 
indigenous heritage 

• Demolish the existing buildings and fences. 
Return the area to informal open space 
/conservation area.   

 
• Provide appropriate support infrastructure 

such as shelter and seating. 
 

5.2 Opportunity for additional parking has been 
identified on the old nursery site 

• Formalise old nursery site for overflow car 
parking particularly for horse and pony club 
floats on weekend and event days. 

5.3 Access to the viewing platform does not meet 
contemporary standards 

• Upgrade viewing platform to provide 
improved access  

 
• List on asset register and identify 

responsibility for maintenance  
5.4 Lack of indigenous heritage signage. • Install interpretive signage to highlight the 

indigenous significance of the area  
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5.2.6. Miniature Railway Area 
  
 Background 

 
The Diamond Valley Miniature Railway area currently includes the following features: 
 

� 25 locomotives and 60 carriages 
� 1,440 metres of mainline plus 510 metres of alternative mainline 
� 3 stations 
� 6 level crossings 
� 2 tunnels 
� 3 bridges 
� 18 foot turntable 
� storage sheds 

 
The Diamond Valley Railway Association runs the miniature railway at Eltham Lower 
Park, operating every Sunday throughout the year and on Wednesday’s during school 
holidays.  The miniature railway is an extremely popular attraction for park users, 
attracting a large number of local residents and visitors to the park on weekends.  Despite 
the large numbers that it attracts, many local residents and community groups expressed 
concern through the consultation process that they would not like to see the railway 
extended.  
 

The miniature railway provides an excellent avenue for social interaction between friends 
and family with many users indicating that they visit the park as a venue of meeting 
friends and family. 

Objective: Identify opportunities to further develop the miniature railway and improve 
operations within the existing lease area. 

Issues and proposed actions: 

No. Issue Proposed Action 

6.1 The club have expressed an 
interest in expansion of the 
railway. 

• The consultation process confirmed that any further 
expansion of the rail track should be undertaken within the 
existing lease area.  

 
• The proposed expansion of the miniature railway to Lenister 

Farm has not received support due to the significant impact 
that this development would have on the park.   

 
6.2 Tree management – some trees 

have died near the miniature 
railway and there is a concern of 
tree limbs falling on visitors. 

• Remove fallen vegetation and trim potentially hazardous 
limbs in high use areas 

 
• Continue with arborist assessments of the trees in the park 

and remove limbs/trees as required 
6.3 The Eltham Model Railway Club 

expressed an interest in having a 
permanent exhibition and 
additional club rooms to be  
accommodated in this precinct  

• The planning for the park indicates that the park is at 
capacity and cannot accommodate another club at this 
stage 
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5.2.7. Conservation Areas 
Background 
 
Within the Eltham Lower Park a number of conservation areas have been identified.  The 
main conservation areas include the western bank of the Diamond Creek and the Lenister 
farm area. 
 
The conservation area along the Diamond Creek contains a 2.6 hectare area of relatively 
high conservation value.  Extensive revegetation and interpretation work by Nillumbik Shire 
Council and by the Friends of Diamond Creek has enhanced these values and the area is 
developing successfully without major management conflicts with other activities within the 
park.   

Objective: Ensure the conservation areas within the park are retained and actively 
managed. 

Issues and proposed actions: 

No. Issue Proposed Action 

7.1 Weed and rabbit problems   • Environmental Unit to develop a Management Plan in conjunction 
with Melbourne Water 

7.2 Need for renewal planting • Continue current planting strategies and techniques using local 
indigenous species  

7.3 Lack of landscape plans • Prepare landscape plans for the following areas 
o Pines picnic area 
o Melbourne Water Open Drain 
o Lenister Farm 
o Equestrian Cross Country Area 
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5.2.8. Traffic Management and Car Parking 
Background 
 

The survey of 50 Eltham Lower Park users revealed almost all park users surveyed travel 
to Eltham Lower Park via car as the driver or passenger.  This suggests that car parking 
and traffic management are issues that arise at the park, particularly on weekends when 
usage of Eltham Lower Park is maximised.  Car parking was also confirmed as being of 
high importance by park users. 
 

Vehicle circulation in and around Eltham Lower Park has also been identified as one of the 
main issues for the park.  The roads, which are uneven in many parts, lack sufficient width 
for effective traffic flow.  
 
The large influx of weekend traffic to the park means that vehicle circulation is impeded, 
particularly around the park entry way and car parks.  Insufficient footpaths that link existing 
car parking to the miniature railway after results in conflict between pedestrians and cars. 
 
(i) Park Entry 
 
The entry is vital to the image and operation of the park and has received little attention to 
date, with the exception of the redevelopment of the round-about inside the entrance to the 
park in 2005.   
 

The Main Road entry to Eltham Lower Park presents some issues in terms of traffic flow 
and vehicle manoeuvrability.  Main Road has a steady (and sometimes large) flow of traffic 
on both weekends and week days.  
 

The entry to Eltham Lower Park presents some difficulties, as cars have to cross the busy 
road to enter the park.  There is also the additional issue of cars departing from Eltham 
Lower Park, with only sufficient space for one car to pass easily through the gates.  Whilst 
stone gate posts and the gates themselves are not formally identified as having historical 
significance it is felt they should be retained, but repositioned to allow for better access and 
improved safety. 
 
The intersection with the shared use trail at this point also raises issues requiring attention. 
 

(ii) Car Parking 
 
The sealed car park supports adjacent play, barbeque and sporting facilities and is cut by 
the major access road for the west and south of the park.  At present there is no lighting in 
any of the car parks, which presents some safety issues, particularly for the cricket and 
lacrosse clubs when their members use the facilities at night. 
 

 

Visitors to the miniature railway use the area adjacent to the railway for parking.  However, 
spaces are not marked and therefore vehicles are parked anywhere.  This creates traffic 
congestion and difficulty for vehicles entering and exiting this area. 
  

Objective: Upgrade and refurbish the road system and car parking to provide improved 
access and traffic flows throughout the park. 
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Issues and proposed actions: 

No. Issue Proposed Action 
ENTRY 
8.1 Bottle neck at entrance to park 

and poor visibility for vehicles 
exiting the park through the 
bluestone gates – conflict with trail 
users at the front of the park  

• Relocate bluestone pillars further into the park, widen the 
entrance and provide two way entry and exit. 

8.2 Small width of roads and limited 
space in the car parks, making it 
difficult for cars and buses to 
manoeuvre within these tight 
confines   

• Implement Option three of the traffic management report with 
the inclusion of limited access for car parking for DVR 
members in the area adjacent to the DVR.  Note the design 
of the car park should consider the size requirement of the 
Lacrosse Fields currently accommodated on the front oval.  

 
• However, the proposed one-way connection between the two 

two-way roadways within the park should only be considered 
as a stage two development if required.  

 
• It is proposed that access to the one-way section of the 

circulation road will be limited to high usage times by 
removable bollards at either end of the roadway. 

 
• Prepare a detailed design for Option three included in the 

traffic management report, having regard for the first dot point 
above. 

8.3 Safety issues with vehicle and 
pedestrian conflict 

• Install speed calming measures at the front entrance and 
throughout the park. 

 
• Install additional footpaths linking car parking areas with the 

miniature railway. 
8.4 Informal car park outside the front 

entrance to the park is used 
extensively on weekends, is 
extremely dusty and is not 
consistent with the Eltham 
Gateway Policy   

• Rationalise and formalise the car park outside the front 
entrance to the park to comply with the Eltham Gateway 
Policy.  Include short term, drop off and doubled parking to 
optimises use of this area and restrict parking on the verge 

8.5 On busy Sundays, cars are 
parked all around the entrance to 
the park and in/under trees on the 
western side of the entrance.   

• Develop a landscape and car park design for the area. 
 
• Restrict vehicles parking on unprepared surfaces. 

8.6 Old redundant signage detracts 
from the entrance to the park 

• Remove redundant signage and install a map of the park 
which provides directional information. 

Front Car park 

8.7 Car parking is formalised in this 
precinct, however no parking 
spaces have been allocated for 
people with disabilities and buses.   
 

• Provide car parking spaces for people with disabilities and 
buses. 

 

8.8 Additional car parking spaces are 
required, particularly on Sundays.   

• Formalise additional overflow parking on the old nursery site 
in Lenister Farm  

 
8.9 Lack of traffic calming measures. • Install speed calming measures  

 
8.10 No lighting in the car park. • Investigate the need to provide lighting in the car parking 

areas 

• Internal Roadway 

8.11 The road is in poor condition and 
requires resurfacing. 
 

• Develop detailed design for the roadway system based on 
the option 3 traffic management concept. 

8.12 Lack of formalised parking and 
limited parking provision for 
people with disabilities  

• Expand and formalise car parking areas and provide parking 
spaces for disabled. 

8.13 No formal and approved vendors 
area/parking 

• Investigate opportunities for vendors to operate in the family 
social area  



 

 

Page 61 of 65 

 



 

 

Page 62 of 65 

 

5.2.9. Trails and footpaths 
 

Background 
 

The trails at Eltham Lower Park are well utilised by local residents and visitors to the area.  
The consultation process highlighted the strong association of local residents, walking and 
dog groups for the trails at Eltham Lower Park. 
 
Part of the attraction to the trails is the natural scenery and surrounds of the park.  The 
bridge constructed in 2004 over the Yarra River from Westerfolds Park connects Eltham 
Lower Park to other parks in the region.  Whilst data has not been collected on the number 
of people using the bridge, it is known that a higher volume of bicycle traffic utilise Eltham 
Lower Park’s trails since the bridge opened, which in turn creates some issues for 
pedestrians/walkers.   
 
Since the bridge opening in 2004 a section of the trail around the creek has been 
designated walkers only and bicycle traffic has been directed around the Hohnes Road trail.  
This has improved the safety for walkers.  However, clearer signage and further marking of 
the trails is needed to improve the safety of the trails.  

 

Objective: Create a network of trails that supports safe use by both pedestrians and cyclists 
and provides access to key locations within the park and links to existing trails. 

Issues and proposed actions: 

No. Issue Proposed Action 

9.1 Concerns over bicycles using the walking 
paths and hence the safety of the paths 

• Retain trail as walkers only along creek through 
conservation area 

 
9.2 Narrowness of the paths  

 
• Clearly define and widen the trail adjacent to 

Hohnes Rd for ‘cycle use only’. 
• Develop an additional ‘pedestrian only’ trail 

adjacent to the existing trail on the inside boundary 
of the park. 

• Develop an additional ‘cyclist only’ trail between 
the Hohnes Rd Playhouse and Hohnes Road 
having regard for safety at the entrance of the 
Hohnes Rd Playhouse. 

9.3 Pedestrian and vehicle conflicts • Develop a pedestrian only trail link from the family 
social area to the front of the park and around the 
sporting reserves. 

9.4 Condition of paths can become muddy and 
are sometimes flooded. 

• Develop a maintenance schedule for the trails and 
install drainage adjacent to equestrian area.  

9.5 Cyclists riding too fast at the end of the 
bridge near Lenister Farm 

• Install traffic calming measures at the end of the 
bridge 

• Create a separate cycle path and pedestrian path 
at the entry point from the bridge to the park to 
reduce the conflict 

9.6 There is a need to provide better trail links 
throughout the park  

• Develop an additional multi-purpose trail adjacent 
to Homestead Rd 

9.7 There is a lack of seating along the trails. • Install seating along trail and at viewing platform 
that is fully accessible  

9.8 Trail link – an appropriate pedestrian only 
trail link is needed through this precinct of 
the park 

• Develop pedestrian only trail link from railway area 
to family social area and to the front of the park 
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5.2.10. Hohnes Road Playhouse 
 

Background 
  

 The Hohnes Road Play House currently includes the following features 
• One dwelling 
• One playground 
 
The research and consultation confirmed the need to retain the function provided by the 
play house.  There may however, be an opportunity in the future to co-locate this important 
service with other children’s and family services in a more central location. 
 

Objective: Acknowledge changing needs and evolution in design in public open space 

 
No. Issue Proposed Action 

10.1 The facility does not meet contemporary 
standards 

• In the longer term investigate options for locating 
this service in a more contemporary facility with 
other family and children services. 

10.2 The playground, picnic and bbq area 
adjacent to the play house require 
upgrading. 

• Develop a plan to upgrade these facilities. 
 
• The playground area should be designed to cater 

for preschool aged children.   
10.3 Long term potential use of the space  • Investigate the feasibility of developing a café in 

this area.  This proposal being subject to an 
appropriate alternative facility for the play house 
being secured. 
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Section Six:  
Conclusion 
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6.1 CONCLUDING COMMENTS 
 

The key objectives of the draft ELP Masterplan are to provide Council with a strategic 
direction for the future development of the park.  The plan will assist in developing a priority 
works plan that is achievable and meets the needs of Council, permanent tenants and 
casual visitors. 
 
The extensive community consultation process has highlighted the complexity and multi 
use nature of the park.  It has also confirmed that needs and demands of the key 
stakeholders are often in conflict.  This draft Masterplan provides a balance between 
competing demands and attempts to address as many of the key issues and needs as 
possible.  
 
This draft Masterplan was adopted by Council in December 2007 for the purpose of public 
consultation.  Written submissions regarding the draft Masterplan will be received until 22 
February 2007. 
 
All written submissions have been considered and a number of amendments have been 
reflected in the Final Masterplan.    
 
Council will consider the final Eltham Lower Park Masterplan at a subsequent Ordinary 
Meeting of Council. 
 
Following the adoption of the Eltham Lower Park Masterplan, an Implementation Plan will 
be prepared to guide implementation over the life of the plan.  It will include: 

• actions to be implemented 
• funding estimations for these actions 
• timing and priority for the implementation of actions – short 0-3 years, medium 4-7 

years and long term 8 years plus. 
 

It is envisaged the Implementation Plan will be presented to Council in June 2008. 
 


