This document has been prepared to help you to more easily identify and recognise a
range of hunting, control and harvesting permits, licences and memberships and
understand what these allow the holder to do.
Firearms Licences for Victoria

A firearms licence is available to those who are able to demonstrate a
‘genuine reason’ for a firearm licence, and have completed the relevant
firearm safety course, plus other requirements.
The genuine reasons are noted on the licence (circled in red to highlight).
These include ‘Hunting’, ‘Hunting, Vermin and Feral Animal Control’, or
‘Professional Hunter’. There are also categories for Municipal Officers
(e.g. Rangers), Primary Production, Target Shooting, and more.
A ‘Primary Production’ licence enables the holder to manage vertebrate
pests on their own farming land only.
A ‘Hunting’ licence is approved for applicants who have demonstrated to
Victoria Police that they own or manage or have permission from the
landholder to hunt on the land, or are a member of an approved shooting
club/organisation, or are a holder of a game licence under the Wildlife
Act, or have written evidence that they are formally employed, engaged
or contracted to shoot pest animals or take game, or have written
acknowledgement from DELWP that they have expressed interest in
hunting game on Crown / Public land. This type of licence would be the
main one that a volunteer shooter would be likely to provide for deer
control on private property or for recreational hunting on public land.
‘Vermin’ controllers have a public place permit issued for the reasons of
Vermin and pest animal control.
‘Professional Hunters’ are substantially dependant on hunting as their
source of income and they enter into formal engagements or contracts to
hunt professionally.
Vermin and Professional Hunter licences will generally be held by
professional animal controllers.

Public Place Permit (12 months, Victoria-wide)

These permits enable a pest
animal or vermin controller or
professional hunter to carry
and use a firearm in a public
place, which includes private
land in built up areas.
Determination of whether a
property is a ‘public place’ is
made by the District Firearms
Officer.
When a Public Place Permit is
required to carry and use a
firearm on a property, the
controller will need to have a
Job Safety Analysis worksheet
and a Shoot Plan specific for
the control property, and a
Standard Operating Procedure
all approved by Victoria Police,
and that the permit holder
notifies the nearest Police
Station prior to works.

Silencer / Suppressor Permit examples

A silencer permit is usually
only available to those with an
occupational need for them; to
reduce hearing damage and to
mitigate neighbour noise
complaints.
Silencers (also known as
suppressors or moderators)
are attached to a firearm
barrel, and they reduce the
sound heard by modulating
the speed and pressure of the
propellant gas which is used
to expel the projectile (bullet).
They also reduce the firearm’s
recoil.

Suppressors don’t remove the sound of the
projectile moving through the air, which can
be quite loud in itself. So you will still hear
the sound of the bullet whizzing through the
air.
It is rather misleadingly to call these devices
‘silencers’, as the sound reduction may be
around only 30-40%.

Game Licence Victoria for Deer
Game licences are issued to firearm licence holders to
recreationally hunt specified species during the day (half
an hour before sunrise to half an hour after sunset),
following the principles of ‘fair chase’ which prohibits the
use of spotlights. Hunting can be undertaken in areas such
as State Forests and Game reserves and on private land
with the landholder’s permission.
More information:
www.gma.vic.gov.au/hunting/deer/where-to-hunt and
www.gma.vic.gov.au/hunting/deer/ethical-hunting

Australian Deer Association
(ADA)
Deer Management Program Accreditation letter

Sporting Shooters’ Association of Australia
(SSAA)
Club membership card
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(back)

ADA membership card

SSAA Conservation and Pest
Management Accreditation Card

Examples of accreditation courses that may be undertaken.
Please note that there are other equivalent courses available in addition to the examples shown here. There is no obligation
for a hunter to undertake these courses, but it may give you an indication that the holder of these permits is serious about
improving their skills, qualifications and proficiencies.
The harvesting accreditation course canbe undertaken by any hunter, but it is a requirement to become a certified
Commercial Harvester through PrimeSafe.

Humane Destruction of animals with firearms

Harvesting accreditation

PrimeSafe licences required to operate as Game Meat Harvesters

The word ‘harvesting’ is often used by a
hunter who takes deer carcasses for their
own personal use.
The Certificates of Approval shown here
from PrimeSafe enable a hunter /
controller to to operate as a Game Meat
Field Harvester and take carcasses to a
PrimeSafe licenced meat processing
facility (knackery) where they can then be
paid per kilogram for deer provided.
This payment may enable a harvester to
provide a free, discounted or rebated
service to landholders, and may result in
more deer being removed from the
environment, as deer that would
otherwise be in excess of personal use
needs can then be utilised for pet food or
human consumption.

