
 

 

Our Festive Fund is designed to encourage the Nillumbik community to celebrate the festive season 

a little differently this year. Organisations are encouraged to apply for funding to deliver a project, 

program or activity over the festive season that can be showcased within the Nillumbik Festive 

Calendar.  

All projects must align to at least one of the following themes: 

 Community goodwill 
 Spirit of hope 
 Supporting Shop Local 
 Celebrating together in a different way 

Types of activities that will be funded include: 

 Performances (music, choir, theatrical) 

 Demonstrations (how to videos, artistic festive displays) 

 Seminars/podcasts (topic based conversations aligning to at least one of the themes) 

 Virtual celebration events 

 Goodwill programs that support local community captured on film 

 Local history or stories aligning to at least one of the themes 

 Local virtual walks showcasing festive spirit 

The options are endless and we encourage you to get creative, give hope and spread kindness to 

others in your community. 

The Nillumbik Festive Calendar will be virtual, thus all activities should include a media option 

(video, photos, podcast) to be included online.  

In planning your project, please consider the current times we find ourselves in with changing 

COVID-19 restrictions and consider virtual environments, social distancing and buying local. 

Projects must align with public health advice related to COVID-19 provided by the Victorian 

Government, and be able to adapt as advice changes. 

Note, everyone appearing within any media output must provide their signed permission for its use 

in public forums. 

Festive Fund 2020 
Community Grant up to $1,000 

Applications open from 26 October to 8 November 



 

 

Grant Objectives 

The objectives of the festive grants are: 

Partnerships: Foster and develop partnerships between Council and community 

stakeholders for the delivery of a shared outcome 

Programs and Activities: Provide a range of Festive activities that align with the themes allowing 

the community to celebrate together in a safe way 

Participation: Fosters community involvement and participation in an inclusive way 

Skill Development: Provides an opportunity for community to learn from each other to build 

capacity or understanding 

Value: Provides a cost effective and efficient means to deliver community 

outcomes in a transparent and accountable manner 

Funding 

Eligible stakeholders are invited to apply for funding up to $1,000 from a total grant pool of $20,000. 

Funding can be used for: 

 Community projects, events and activities 

 Hire of technical equipment eg. sound systems, video equipment, etc. 

 Materials or decorations as part of a broader community project 

 Artist, consultant or provider fees 

 Pilot programs 

 Promotional materials 

Funding cannot be used for: 

 Private events or activities including those of clubs, not for profits and community groups 

which do not include public participation beyond your own membership and participants  

 Fundraising events 

 Events that attract public gatherings 

 Major capital purchases such as cameras, computers, lighting, etc. 

Key Dates 

Applications Open:  26 October 2020 

Applications Close:  8 November 2020 

Grants reviewed by assessment panel:  9-10 November 2020 

Successful applicants notified:  by Friday 13 November 2020 

How to Apply 

1. Confirm your organisation is eligible 

2. Discuss your project with Council’s Community Development Team on 0417 821 153 or via 

community@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 

3. Consider the assessment criteria 

4. Log in and complete your application at https://nillumbik.smartygrants.com.au/  

mailto:community@nillumbik.vic.gov.au
https://nillumbik.smartygrants.com.au/


 

Eligibility 

To be eligible for consideration, applicants MUST: 

 Be a not-for-profit incorporated organisation or community group that lives, works, studies, 

volunteers or plays in Nillumbik 

 Be auspiced by an incorporated organisation if applicants are not-incorporated or an 

individual 

 Local businesses or artists can partner with a community group as long as the project 

demonstrates broad community benefit 

 Schools or preschools must be within Nillumbik 

 Hold a minimum of $10 million public liability insurance 

 Have satisfactorily acquitted all grants awarded by Council prior to 2020 

 Funds must be spent in the financial year in which they are received 

 Deliver the activities between 1 December 2020 to 10 January 2021 

 Align to at least one of the grant themes 

Applications will NOT be considered for: 

 A project, event or activity that is not being held in the Nillumbik municipal boundary, or does 

not directly benefit Nillumbik residents 

 Ongoing organisational operating costs such as wages or salaries 

 Duplication of existing projects, programs, initiatives or products. If you wish to leverage off a 

current project, program, initiative or product you must identify the innovative element or how 

the extension will add value 

 Projects that are solely for fundraising purposes, without broader community benefit 

 Competitions, prize money and awards 

 Projects or events with an advocacy, political or religious purpose 

 Any project that purely promotes a business 

 Events that are fully ticketed with no free or heavily subsidized component 

 Single membership-based events that are not open to the public 

 Alcohol or gambling related activities 

 Projects that have received full funding from another source 

 Projects that have already received funding from Nillumbik Shire Council in this financial year 

 Retrospective funding or projects which are due to commence prior to the notification of the 

application outcome 

Assessment Process 

Applications will be assessed as follows: 

1. Applications will be checked against the eligibility criteria  

2. Preliminary review by Council Officers where clarification or additional information may be 

sought from applicants 

3. Applications presented to assessment panel (Festive Folk Group) who will make the final 

decisions on funding outcomes. 

Note, not all applications that meet the criteria may be successful, as grants are highly competitive 

and approval will depend on the availability of funds, the number of applications, program priorities 

and geographical equity.  

  



 

Assessment Criteria What you should include in your application Weighting 

What is the activity you are 

applying for and what will it 

achieve? 

 Clear description of the activity for which you are 

seeking funding 

 How it aligns to the Festive Fund themes 

 What outcomes the activity is trying to achieve 

 How it responds to COVID-19 restrictions 

 What can be included in the Festive Calendar 

 Project timing 

40% 

Who will be involved in the 

project? 

 Outline the key stakeholders who will be involved in 

planning and delivering the project and clearly define 

any partnerships. 

20% 

How will your project provide  

a broader community benefit? 

 Outline the community need and describe who will 

benefit from the project 

 Define how it will be inclusive of all people 

20% 

How will the funding be 

managed? 

 Provide an overview of your group’s capacity to 

deliver the activity 

 Outline how funds will be expended and how the 

project will be evaluated 

20% 

Funding Conditions 

Successful applicants must agree to: 

 keep Council informed of any changes to the proposed funded activity, which will require an 

approved variation request; 

 submit an acquittal and evaluation to Council within two months of the project’s completion; 

 return the full or remaining amount of the grant to Council if the funded activity is cancelled;  

 and, return the remaining amount of the grant to Council if the funded activity is less than 

budgeted. 

Funding is at the discretion of Council and applications may be offered only part funding. 

All project and event related permits, approvals, and licenses remain the responsibility of the 

applicant, and must be received by the relevant authorities prior to commencement. 

Acknowledgement 

All grant recipients are required to acknowledge the support provided by the Nillumbik Shire Council 

in the following ways: 

 inclusion in their organisation’s promotional material eg. media releases, brochures, flyers, 

advertising, newsletters, digital media, etc.; 

 at events and activities by way of signage and public announcements;  

 and, inclusion in any relevant publications eg. Annual Report. 

Successful applicants will be required to liaise with our Marketing Team, regarding their promotional 

material, use of the Nillumbik Shire Council logo and potential Council involvement. 

Acquittal and Evaluation Requirements 

It is a condition of accepting a grant that successful applicants submit an acquittal and evaluation 

within two months of the completion of each funded project. This information enables Council to 

evaluate the achievements of funded activities, monitor the effectiveness of the Nillumbik 

Community Fund and ensure that we are meeting the needs of the grant recipients and community. 


