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Attachments 

1. Positive Ageing Reference Group ToR 

 

Background 

1. Nillumbik’s Positive Ageing Reference Group was established in August 2012. 
The group consisted of 11 community members ranging in age, geography, sex 
and community connections. The group was initially established to advise 
Council on matters relating to the Positive Ageing Strategy and corresponding 
action plan for 2013–2018. They provided invaluable comment on both the 
Strategic Framework and Action Plan 

2. In June 2018 with the appointment of the new Positive Ageing Officer and a 
reduction in members consisting of only 6, the Terms of Reference were 
reviewed and updated (see attachment 1) and an expression of interest went 
out for new community members to join 

3. As a result, there are now 20 enthusiastic and passionate community members 
who sit on the Positive Ageing Reference Group, representing a wide variety of 
ages, townships, backgrounds and interests, as well as the Positive Ageing 
Officer and Councillor of Community Services who acts as Chairperson 

4. The Positive Ageing Reference Group aims to actively promote and support 
positive ageing across the wider Nillumbik community. The purpose of the 
group is to provide a mechanism for Council to consult with community 
representatives in seeking advice and guidance around issues and barriers 
affecting people aged 55 and over. They currently meet every four weeks on 
Friday afternoons 

5. The newly reinvigorated group are looking to formalise their role within Council 
and the community and ensure positive ageing is embedded into all of Council 
practices. To do this, they request endorsement to become an Advisory 
Committee. 
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Budget implications 

6. Administrative support for all the Positive Ageing Reference Group is met and 
provided through the Community Strengthening operational budget. 

 

Issues/options 

7. Council has a range of Advisory Committees which provide a formal 
mechanism for Council to consult with key stakeholders, seek specialist advice 
and enable community participation. Although they do not make any formal 
decisions, they provide valuable advice to Council. 

8. Council’s endorsement for the Positive Ageing Reference Group to become an 
Advisory Committee demonstrates and strengthens its commitment to creating 
an age-friendly community for all Nillumbik residents to live and age well.  

9. The Positive Ageing Reference Group is well placed to formally advise Council 
on issues and barriers affecting older people aged 55 and over in the 
community. Further, they provide an opportunity for Council to communicate, 
consult and engage more effectively with the wider Nillumbik community and 
ensure the voices of our older residents are represented and considered in all 
that we do 

Next steps 

10. Officers will prepare a report for the Future Nillumbik Committee Meeting of 
Council on 16 October 2018 seeking consideration and endorsement of the 
Positive Ageing Reference Group to become the Positive Ageing Advisory 
Committee, who will act in a formal advisory role to Council on issues and 
opportunities for older people in Nillumbik 

 


